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The Box Should Have Never Been Opened
By Corey Zagone
      Despite the hype and seemingly per-
suasive trailers for the new movie, “The 
Box,” the film definitely is subpar. The 
movie, which was released on November 
6th, 2009, showcases the mediocre acting 
talents of Cameron Diaz, while James 
Marsden and Frank Langella prove to 
be the more fit actors for the genre. The 
director and script-writer of “The Box” is 
Richard Kelly.
      The plot itself seems intriguing and 
decent enough to produce a feature-film, 
however it is poorly done so. In 1976 
suburbia Richmond, a family mysteri-
ously receives and package on their front 
porch in the early morning hours. The 

package includes a box with a red but-
ton on the top and a note that says a Mr. 
Seward will arrive at their residence the 
next day. Mr. Seward shows 
up and offers the wife, 
Norma Lewis, a deal: if she 
presses the button, she will 
receive $1 million, but at the 
same time one stranger will 
die. 
As with any movie, there are 
some stipulations. Norma 
cannot tell anyone, besides 
her family, about the box, 
Mr. Seward cannot reveal his 
“employees” identity, and 

she has 24 hours to decide if she wants 
to push the button. In order for the story 
to continue, Norma obviously presses 

the button and her family 
begins to be tormented by Mr. 
Seward and his “employees.” 
Confusion is a common ele-
ment in this movie. All of the 
unnecessary plot “twists” 
make for an uncomfortable 
viewing. The film tends to go 
off on tangents that are unre-
lated to the basic plot.
      The ending of the film is 
quite dissatisfying. Despite, 
the revelation that brings the 

whole plot together, the viewer will still 
leave feeling like the plot could have eas-
ily been predicted. It gives one that “what 
and why did I just watch this?” feel. 
      This is a two hour film, but it could 
have easily been shortened to 30 minutes 
due to the fact that more than half of the 
film is unnecessary to the general plot. 
The movie is stretched out so much that, 
at some points, one has to wait so long for 
only minor revelations in the basic plot. 
At some points during the film, it seems 
the actors are even bored with their own 
movie. All in all, I would not recommend 
this movie at all, unless you are prepared 
for a two hour sleep session. Courtesy of Warner Brothers

Name: No Mo' Treble

Members: Brad Nguyen, Dan Risen, 
Michael Arias, Jharol Smith, Ramsey 
Scofield, John Palermino, Mitch Sachs, 
David Marin, Zach Mielke

Favorite song to sing: Our favorite 
song is definitely Ain't No Sunshine 
remake done by At Last 
on America's Got 
Talent. It was our 
first song together 
but definitely one to 
remember.

Why you’re better 
than the girls: No 
Mo' Treble is better 

than the girls (Here 
Comes Treble) because 
in our name, we like to 
be seen as the reso-

lution to the "trouble" that is coming 
from the female perspective. As well we 
feature some tight soloist in our acapella 
group as well as tight harmonies. You 
may not see the working progress of No 
Mo' Treble, but we're definitely family 
and make it happen more than the girls.

Name: Here Comes Treble

Members: Jessica Rothfeld, Rebecca 
Kordon, Deanna Dicello, Kelly Brewer, 
Kelly Ohanian, and Hayley Fahey

Favorite song to sing: Our favorite 
song so far is 
the 
one 

we are working on currently, "Put 
Your Records On" by Corrine Rae Bai-
ley (or Corrine Bailey Rae). It is really 
fun, and we love to find different parts 
in it, and make it our own. 

Why you’re better than the boys: 
We're better than the boys 

because we bring the 
"trouble" without 
us, they wouldn't 
even be singing in 
the first place, they'd 
have no "trouble" to 
clean up! So, not 
only do we inspire 
ourselves, but we 
also inspire the boys 
too, which clearly 
makes us better. We 
have incredible six 
part harmonies with 
only six people. 
We're just better.

Behind the Scenes of the Magruder Morning Show
By Jeremy Ehrlich

      It is 7:20 AM and the MVP (Magruder 
Video Production) students are rolling 
in. Ms. Harper gives her much antici-
pated lecture in which she will discuss 
the progress of certain individuals in the 
class or give suggestions on how things 
should be done differently to create a 
higher quality course. The class then 
holds a “post-mortem,” where the class 
converses about the show that took place 
the previous day. Students comment on 
the performance by the anchor, as well as 
all of the other job positions that con-
tribute to broadcast. The purpose of this 
post-mortem is to obtain the highest level 

of production possible for MVP. Next, the 
video production students will brain-
storm ideas for future “Friday Specials,” 
which are short four-six minute skits/
promotions, or intros for the broadcast. 
At around 7:45 AM, the students travel 
up to the video production room where 
everyone prepares their section for the 
broadcast. The anchor will typically read 
over the scrip once or twice to ensure 
that everything can be pronounced cor-
rectly. When the second bell for second 
period sounds, it’s time to broadcast. 
Lights! Camera! MVP! 

Matt Fisher
Position: Camera Man, Video 
Quote: “It’s a really laid back and chill 
class. It’s really fun to learn about videos 
because it’s one of my main interests.”
Favorite Actress: Jessica Alba

Ryan Mackie
Position: P.A. System
Quote: “This class is taught by a great 
teacher and she makes it a really fun 
class.”
Favorite Movie: American GangsterAllie Huffman

Position: P.A. System
Quote: “Ms. Harper is quite the character 
and makes the class very unique. I enjoy 
being late to second period everyday and 
doing my homework during MVP because 
I don’t do much else besides push the PA 
button in the office.”
Favorite Actress/Actor: Johnny Depp, 
Reese Witherspoon

Ujan Basu
Position: Senior Producer 
Quote: “Since all the pressure is on Shaan 
and I to make the Friday specials, it is 
very rigorous and also extremely re-
warding when you hear kids in the halls 
talking about the specials that we have 
produced.”
Favorite Director: Christopher Nolan

Katie Kohler
Position: P.A. System, Script
Quote: “This class is a great learning 
experience and Ms. Harper is extremely 
nice and always helpful.”
Favorite Movie: Forest Gump

Deborah Ngan
Position: Script, Anchor
Quote: “This is my first year and its 
opened my eyes to how much work it 
takes to produce a morning show every 
day.”
Favorite Television Broadcast: “Anderson 
Cooper 360”

By Kate Young


