
Equitable Practices— Student to Student Discourse! 

 
Paired Verbal Fluency is a strategy for getting students verbally active. It 

works well to activate and engage before holding a class discussion, viewing a 
video, or listening to a speaker. The act of constructing language and listening to the 
ideas of others stimulates thinking and helps students’ knowledge surface about the 

topic at hand. 
 
Directions: 

1. Establish partners. Have each team decide which partner will be Person A and 

which partner will be Person B. 

2. Assign a topic which each partner will discuss in turn. Learners should not use 

notes. Partners listen carefully to each other and during their own turn do not repeat 
anything already said by either person. 

Say “Go” and Person A begins. The timing of the rounds can be adjusted for the grade 
and experience level of the class and the content knowledge of the learners. After the 

selected time elapses, say “Switch” and Person B takes 

over. The rounds go as follows: 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
For Additional Research on Equity Go To: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/teams/diversity/tips.shtm 

 

 Research Tips 

 Sign Up for MCPS Equity Team Listserv 

 Watch videos on best practices 
 

G R E A T  S E N E C A  C R E E K  EL E M E N T A R Y 

Staff Development News 

Staff Development Calendar Items 

Affirmation    Contribution    Power   Purpose   Challenge 

Seven Habits Of Highly  

Effective People  
by Stephen Covey 

 

Habit 1:  Be Proactive 

 
Our behavior is a function of our 

values! 

Take the initiative and responsi-

bility to make things happen. 

 

Who are you going to give a 

chance to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As annual review season begins, the 
special education staff will be busy 
writing IEP's and holding meetings 

with parents.  We apologize for any 
missed groups or  adjusted sched-
ules!  We thank you for attending 

the meetings and speaking with the 
parents about the marvelous  
progress! 

February  2009 
Volume 11 

2/5  Staff Meeting  7:30 a.m. 

2/9  After School Special 3:30 p.m. 

2/ 3  Promethean Board  

(Voluntary) 

3:30 p.m. 

2/19  Cooperative Groups 

(Voluntary) 

3:30 p.m. 

2/18  Coffee And Research 

(Voluntary) 

7:50 a.m. 

No significant learning can happen  

without a significant relationship.  
James P Connor 

Try This: 
Do you have a student that you are finding difficult to connect with? 
Try this strategy,  "Connect for 10, Talk for 2" : 
For 10 consecutive school days make a conscious effort to have a 2 min-
ute conversation with the student about his/her interests, concerns, etc. or 
anything not related to school.   

Let us know how it works.  
( Strategy brought to you by Lisa Norris) 

Leader In Meñ by Stephen Covey  

 
Listen to the students talk about their 

school! 

http://www.theleaderinme.org/

about.html 

Round 1 

Teacher: Go 
Person A: Talks for 60 sec. 

Teacher: Switch 
Person B: Talks for 60 sec. 

Teacher: Switch 

Round 2 
Teacher: Go 
Person A: Talks for 40 sec. 

Teacher: Switch 
Person B: Talks for 40 sec. 

Teacher: Switch 

Round 3 
Teacher: Go 
Person A: Talks for 20 sec. 

Teacher: Switch 
Person B: Talks for 20 sec. 

Teacher: Switch 

What additional information would you like to see in our  

newsletter?  
Let us know 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/teams/diversity/tips.shtm


Building Reading Comprehension through Conversations about  

Informational Texts 
 
When you read with students, choose one or two of the following ques-
tions to discuss: 

Identify and Use Text Features to Understand Information  
What can you learn from the pictures, photographs, maps, and/or charts? 
What can you learn from the labels and captions? 

How can the table of contents, headings, and glossary help you? 
 
Important Ideas and Messages 

Tell the purpose for this text. 
What is the main idea or message of a part or all of this text? 
Name one important fact from this text. 

How does the author feel about …? 
Summarize a part of the text in your own words 
 

New Addition to the MCPS Staff Development Video Resources and Much More! 
The Day 2 reading video clip for grade 4 is now on line for all to view!   
Additional small group reading lessons for kindergarten will be available soon.  

These lessons will focus on reading in phrases.  ESOL reading lessons are cur-
rently being developed for the website. 
http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/resources/video/

Reading Strategy of  the Month 

Building Cultural Understanding Through Chil-

dren s Literature 

A Friendship for Today  - by Pat McKissack 

The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson 

Math Assessment  

Reminders 
Upcoming Summative Unit 

Assessment Due Dates 
Reminders:   

Retest Scores:  Please use 
the Math Teacher Summary 

Report to submit your retest-
ing scores to Michele W. 

Pinnacle:  Please enter your 
retest scores from the up-
dated Measurement Topic 

Report that Michele W. pro-
vides for you. 

Spring Testing Schedule 

MSA ( Gr. 3-5) March 16—March 31 

MSA Sci  
(Gr 5) 

April 22—May 12 

TN2  (Grade 2) April 27—May 1 

LAS Links 
(ESOL) 

April 1—April 30 

mCLASS May 11—June 5 

MAP– R May 4—May 29 

Grade Unit Due 

Date 

K 2 2/2  

1 3 2/24  

2 2 2/24  

3 3 2/3  

4 3 2/20  

5 3 2/12  

6 3 3/25  

7 3 2/18  

Math News For February 
Have you noticed the following key on your math unit printouts? This information can be help-

ful 

when prioritizing your re-teaching and re-assessing.  
The chart below is a sample from a Math 4 printout. Please note how the indicators are bolded 
and/or underlined to indicate a connection to MSA.   We are working to put a similar system 
in place for the primary.  

 
Also check out: 

MCPS Mathematics Curriculum Alignment with Terra Nova 2nd Edition Complete Battery 

MSA_Gr1-MathC_ by unit (saved to T-Shared Math Folder) 

     

 

Algebra, Patterns, and Functions  
Patterns and Func-

tions  
Mathemati-
cal Expres-

sions  
Algebraic Representations  

1.4.1.1 1.4.1
.2 1.4.2.1 1.4.3.2 1.4.3.1 1.4.3.2 1.4.3.1 1.4.3.2 

Generalize 
a pattern by 

stating a 
rule 

Com-
plete 

a 
func-
tion 

(one-
step) 
table 
using 

a 
given 
rule 

Write nu-
meric 

expressions 
in equivalent 
forms using 
the commu-
tative and 

associative 
properties 

Solve for 
the 

unknown 
in an 

equation 
with one 
operation 

using 
whole 

numbers 
Use variable in 
open sentences 

Solve for 
the un-

known in an 
equation 
with one 
operation 

using whole 
numbers 

Use variable in open 
sentences 

Solve for 
the un-

known in 
an equa-
tion with 

one 
operation 

using 
whole 

numbers 

Indicators: Bold indicator numbers are MSA assessed at the current grade level. 

  
Bold and underlined indicator numbers are MSA assessed at the cur-

rent grade level and assessed at a later grade level. 

  
Underlined indicator number (not in bold) are MSA assessed at a later grade 

level. 


