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2007 Summer Reading Assignment

Why do we have summer reading?  
Did you know that research strongly suggests that reading, like most skills, improves with practice and decreases when we don't engage in it for even a short time?  In Montgomery County Public Schools, summer reading has been an expected practice in middle and high schools and an encouraged practice in elementary schools since 1998. 
The ability to read is crucial to your success in school and in your future workplace. Reading is also a life-long skill that is essential to have in order to be an informed citizen and to carry out your everyday personal activities. Perhaps even more importantly, however, reading opens the world to a person.  By reading, you have the opportunity to learn about people, times, regions, and ideas that you may never actually encounter in life. Reading can also bring a lifetime of pleasure. 

Therefore, consistent with our commitment to prepare all students for success during school and after graduation, we continue in MCPS to expect all students to read during the summer. 

What do I have to do in order to complete this assignment? 

· Read two novels that you have not read before and complete a story map for both novels.

· Bring both story maps to your English or ESOL teacher the first day of school.

Am I allowed to choose my own book?

· The books may come from the recommended list or, with parental approval, you may select novels of your choice.

· Whichever books you choose to read, make sure they are books you are able to understand on your own.  The recommended books have the Lexile score listed.  You can also go to www.Lexile.com to check the Lexile scores of other books.
Recommended Books for Students Entering Grade 8

Title


    

Author
     
Lexile Score

Among the Hidden



Margaret Haddix

800

Canyons




Gary Paulsen


1050

Code Orange




Caroline Cooney

850

The Contender




Robert Lipsyte


760

Don’t You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dumphrey
Margaret Haddix

980
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde


Robert Louis Stevenson
1060

Esperanza Rising



Pam Munoz Ryan

750

Fever, 1793




Laurie Anderson

580

Gathering Blue



Lois Lowry


680

Go Ask Alice




Anonymous


1010
The Hobbit




J. R. R. Tolkien

1000
The House of Dies Drear


Virginia Hamilton

 670

Incident at Hawk’s Hill


Allan Eckert


1200

The Island




Gary Paulsen


1050

Joey Pigza Loses Control


Jack Gantos


800
My Brother Sam is Dead


James Collier


770

Outlaw Red




Jim Kjelgaard


990

Red Kayak




Priscilla Cummings

800

Scorpions




Walter Dean Myers

610
Shakespeare Bats Cleanup


Ron Koertge


n/a
The Shakespeare Stealer


Gary Blackwood

840

Trading Places with Tank Talbott

Dori Butler


530

Black-Eyed Susan Award Books


Title


    

Author
     
Lexile Score

Archer’s Quest



Linda Sue Park

690
Bridge to America



Linda Glaser


n/a
Close Encounters of a Third-World Kind
Jennifer Stewart

700

Crossing the Wire



Will Hobbs


670

Crooked River




Shelley Pearsall

910

Do You Know the Monkey Man?

Dorri Hillestad Butler

600

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie

Jordan Sonnenblick

940

Free Baseball




Sue Corbett


800

Gossamer




Lois Lowry


660

Heat





Mike Lupica


940

Listen!





Stephanie Tolan

910

Lowji Discovers America


Candace Fleming

510

Moon Runner




Carolyn Marsden

700

Perfect





Natasha Friend

590

Revenge of the Witch:  The Last Apprentice
Joseph Delaney

840
Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs

Betty Birney


790

Shakespeare’s Secret



Elise Broach


620

Trading Places



Claudia Mills


770

   

























































