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300 University Boulevard, East ' Silver Spring . Maryland 20901 ,301-550-6650

Charlotte Chakan Boucher
Pnl r t  l l r . t i

March 24,2009

Dear Mernbers of the Eastern Middle School Communitv:

The purpose of this letter is to ask for your input as we gather data aboLrt the viability of a plan for a
voluntary after school program at Eastern Middle School.

Sirrce tlre decision was taken to return our school to a seven period day lbr the2009-2010 school year, our
Community Superintendent, Dr. Morrison, and I have been working to identify ways in which we could
support increased choices for students transitioning from the current structure to our new schedule.

One pront is ing idea would be to offer an eighth class to students who would volunteer to add a course
after school. The class would meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from2:4'l until 4:10, after
which students would have access to the activity buses to return home. Three days of tlre 83 minute
classes provide approxirnately the sarne instructional time as five days of 50 minute classes.

Belbre we can go fcrrward with planning such an offering, I need your help. One size never fits all, and
this prograrn wi l lcertainly not meet the needs of every student.  On the other hand, i f  i t  wi l l  provide a
rvorkable alternative choice for enough students to put a class or two together, Dr. Morrison and I would
like to try to rnake it happen.

The data I need to collect reflect your interest in enrolling your child in an additional class after school. !f
you are not interested in this opt ion. i l  is not necessary 1() reply to this let ter.  l f  you are inlerested irr  your
chi ld 's part ic ipat iorr  in this program. please f i l l  out the attached fonn and return i t  to Eastenr.  The
dead l ine foryour response isTuesday,Apr i l  14 ,2009.  Deper rd ing t ' rn in te res t f romstudentswewi l l  be
able to determine i f  i t  is possible to offer this eighth period.

I know you may have questions about this proposal. We have planned a meeting to talk about this idea on
Monday, March 30, frorn 7:00 unt i l  8:00 PM in the Eastern Middle School cafeter ia.  Language
faci l i tat ion wi l l  be avai lable for Spanish speakers. You are invi ted to colne out to ask quest ions.that might
help you decide if you are interested in participating.

Your response is vital to our capacity to make plans that suit the needs of our comrnunity. Thanks for
your thoughtful input.

Respectfully,

A-aLL.fr- Cl'z-k* 6*t--"

Charlotte Chakan Boucher
Principal



Eastern Middle School

Optional Eighth Class Interest Response Form

Student: Grade in 2009-2010:

Student ID:Parent Name:

Parent Contact Information

Home address:

Phones - home

Parent 's ernai l :

work: ce l l :

Our family is interested in adding an after school class three days a week for our child's schedule

next year. If this possibility becomes a reality, we understand that the additionalclass might meet

during the schoolday with one of his/her other classes meeting after school.

We have already selected 7 classes for our child. The class we would choose to add to our child's

schedr-rle is:

If you are not interested in this option, it is not necessary to return this form.

If you are interested in this option, please return this form to the Counseling Office at Eastern

Middle School no later than April 14'2009.


