Article Analysis Sheet

Guidelines for Article Analysis Sheet

Article Information: Fill in before you begin reading this article.

Analysis Information: Examine the article as a whole. Try to determine something about the purpose, audience, and content
of the paper before you start reading. Look for clues in the title and/or subtitle, the acknowledgements (if any), the first
foot/end note, and the author's biographical note (sometimes with the article, sometimes compiled separately).

Primary Details: Start reading. If the article has a labeled introduction, you should find the author's statement of purpose, or
thesis statement, before the end of that section. You should also be able to tell what evidence the author is going to use to
support the position she or he has taken.

Presentation and Argumentation: Keep reading but watch what the author is doing. This step requires that you read the
article to gain an understanding of how the author presents the evidence and makes it fit into the argument. At this stage of the
exercise, you should also take the time to look up any unfamiliar words or concepts. Also, watch how the author switches from
first explaining how the evidence supports the argument and then to the summary. The last few paragraphs of the article
should tidy up the discussion, show how it all fits together neatly, where more research is needed, or how this article has
advanced knowledge, that is, the implications of the article.

Evaluation: Now that you've finished reading, consider your personal reaction to it: not only "did | like it?," "it was hard to
read," or "it was boring/interesting." This, along with the work in the other steps, is the basis for a critical evaluation of the
article. Even if you don't know anything about the topic, you can make some judgments about the article and how well the

author made her or his case.

Article Information

Title

Author(s)

Source of Essay

Analysis Information

Purpose

Why do you think the
author wrote this paper?
Does it seem to be
refuting someone else's
interpretation of some
event or phenomenon? Is
it offering new
information? You'll
usually find clues to the
answer to these
questions in the first few
paragraphs. That's where
authors usually try to
show why their paper is
useful and worth reading.

Audience

Who is this paper written
for? Experts? the general
public?

Subject

What is the article about?

Occasion

What was happening in
the world to prompt
someone to write this
article?

Primary Details

Thesis

Write out the thesis
statement as you find it in
the article. It is
sometimes only one
sentence; sometimes two
or three. Sometimes the
sentences are separated
from each other.




Evidence

What evidence does the
author use to convince
his/her audience? Find 3
examples and write them
here.

Tone

What is the author’s
tone? How does he/she
feel about this topic?
Find 3 examples in the
text that show tone.

Presentation and Argumentation

Diction

What words did you have
to look up? Did the
author use words in an
unusual way?

Use of Evidence
How well did the author
rely on his/her evidence?
Was everything
mentioned at the outset
referred to in the article?
Was quoted material
used to illustrate or
substantiate points?

Conclusion

You can either write out
the author's conclusions
(though they're often a
paragraph or so long), or
you can summarize
where the author went
with the paper.

Implications

This is where you might
note what the points the
author has made might
mean in a larger context.
Who might find it useful?
What difference has it
made for you? Why did
your teachers make you
read this essay? (Don't
say because they wanted
to torture you.)

Evaluation

Personal Reaction
This is where you note
your personal reaction to
the paper. Your
comments might be one
or two words, or might be
longer.

Strength of Case
Did the author persuade
you that the
point/argument she/he
was making was true, or
at least convincing?




