FAQ’s for the Signature Program (General to entire program)
1.
How are Churchill students able to sign up to participate in each of the Academies?


Applications for each Academy are available on the Churchill website or can be picked up in the counseling office of Hoover MS and Cabin John MS, as well as in the Signature Program office at Churchill, Room 132A.

2.
What are the components of the Academy requirements other than those already required for graduation?

Each Academy requires four additional credits taken at Churchill in the respective areas (math, science & technology, social studies and foreign language, and the arts) beyond those required for graduation.  Additionally, MTS has a required freshman-year Experimental Design and Data Analysis class which meets for eight sessions after school either in the fall or spring.  The IS Academy asks students to deeply examine a question about international relations or culture and present their findings each year.  The Arts Academy requires all students to complete senior year Capstone Projects (which can be comprised of performances, portfolios, art exhibits, or other culminating presentations).  There are some additional requirements for each Academy.  To see all the details, consult the individual Academy pages on the Churchill website or the Churchill Course Bulletin.
3.
What will students who successfully complete the components of the Academy receive by graduation?


At the completion of four years in the Academy, students who have maintained the required GPA in their Academy coursework and completed all of the other requirements of each Academy will receive a Signature Certificate of Achievement.  Additionally, a profile of their Academy will be included in college application packets, their names will be recognized in the graduation program, and each student will receive a graduation stole with the Academy logo and WCHS designated on it.
4.
When do students apply?

Students should apply for each academy during the spring of the 8th grade.  The advantage of doing so gives students priority in registration for required coursework.  If a student does not sign up to participate in an Academy before 9th grade, he/she may sign up for the MTS Academy through October of their 9th grade year.  For the Arts Academy, students may enroll at anytime prior to the spring of their 9th grade year.  Transfer students will be considered after a transcript evaluation.
5.
What are the benefits of participating in any of the academies?

The Academies have been designed to offer an “EXTRA” opportunity for students to explore and experience a career interest or further pursue their passions.  The culminating projects the students will accomplish each year will further develop their abilities to make connections among the facets of their Academy coursework.  The goals of each Academy include increasing the rigor of student work in multidisciplinary curriculum, providing students with a smaller learning community, and promoting academic excellence.  The enrichment experiences and internships associated with these academies also better prepare students to enter today’s highly technological global marketplace.  The Arts Academy has additionally the objective of enhancing the appreciation for the arts within the student population and the Churchill community.
6.  
What are the internship requirements for each Academy?

MTS requires students to complete an internship (paid or unpaid), usually during the summer between junior and senior years.  Resources for finding and preparing for MTS internships are available in the Signature Program office and on MTS Edline.  Each of the other two academies has optional internships, but requires enrichment experiences (which can include summer courses, volunteer work, and other opportunities).

7.
How many academies can a student join?

Due to the additional 4 credit requirement, students can join only one academy – ideally indentifying their strongest area if interest.

8.
How are Academy events and deadlines communicated to students and families?

In September and October of each year, meetings are held for MTS students and their parents to review grade-level requirements.  The information for this meeting will be mailed home early in the school year.  Informal meetings with Academy advisors for the IS and the Arts are also held each fall.  However, the main means of communication is through Edline.  Each grade level is put into a group in Edline so that when students log in they can see their group just under where their classes are listed.  Mrs. Tilles and Ms. Blazer upload all kinds of useful information for each grade level through Edline, including internship opportunities, a copy of the handbook, information on the calendar about upcoming lectures and events, any forms the students will need for the Signature Program, and many other news-worthy items.  Additionally, students and parents MUST make sure to have an accurate e-mail address in their Edline account and “manage account” to allow Edline to send them email, since the Signature Program Office will send reminders, student accomplishments, and new opportunities through the Edline email system almost daily.   If you are new to Churchill or MCPS, Edline registration information for students and parents is distributed the first week of school.  We expect that all students will be proactive and come to the Signature Program Office at any time if they have questions or need clarifications.
