PTA Meeting Minutes

Date:
  

June 1, 2010
Called to Order:

7:12 pm

Location:  

Media Center Burtonsville Elementary School

A general meeting was held to recruit for available vacancies and discuss spring fling revenue, status of treasury report and special thank you to outgoing officers.  
Minutes:

The May minutes were distributed via email by Jennifer Wright.   There weren’t any minutes for April due to the secretary’s absence. 
 ** Make sure to make a motion to approve the minutes at the start of each meeting as part of the meeting process. 
Officer Vancany Election:  (Chad Chitvarund)
· The following positions are vacant for the upcoming school year:   President, VP Ways and Means (fundraiser) and Treasurer, Membership chair, Room Rep, Website, Cultural Arts Chair
The following nominations were confirmed for these positions:  

· President: Akanesh Mamo

· Treasurer:  Matt Letts(he is only going to be in the position for one year, therefore it is necessary to get another individual who can serve as his assistant or “auditor” so that the transition next year will be seamless

· VP Ways & Means:  still open.  Critical role.  Please get in touch with Chad if interested.  

· Website:  Angela Dalton

· Cultural Arts Chair:   Paulette Campbell will continue (Chad suggested to plan for 4 events next year instead of 5).
· Room Rep:  Valerie Reyes

· Membership Chair- still open.  Please get in touch with Chad if interested.

We need other members or new parents to step up and get more involved!
Destination Imagination Program:  (Carol Bazis)

Our DI team placed 22nd in a recent global competition.   The team was really pleased in all of the challenges they were able to meet during the activities.  

A hearty discussion centered on the amount of money that the PTA gave to the DI team last month for the global competition ($$1500).  Some parents took issue to how the decision was made and feeling like a conflict of interest was imposed for those parents voting in favor of it particularly if they had students to benefit from the donation.  Some parents felt that it did not grant access to all students but a relative few.  

Glen explained that the funds were available as a result of a canceled cultural arts program whereby the money was not used.  A vote took place last month at the May meeting by a variety of parents and staff that at that time supported the idea.  
It was decided that this was a onetime occurrence and careful measures will be consider3ed in the future when allocating such large (or any) amounts of funds at one time.  It was also suggested that the structures created for the competitions be shared with the entire school to incite interest among other students who might consider joining the following school year.  

Treasurer Report  & Spring Fling: (Glen Carby)
Made approximately $2,300 

Did not make $3,000 as budgeted

Auction made about $628

Did not have access to cotton candy machine this year;

Suggestion:  next year don’t use the guy with the toys; all the money went to him 


We have approximately $6,000 in bank

School Update: (Melissa Smith)

Ms. Smith shared on behalf of staff gratitude for last months’ Barbeque cook out Valerie organized for staff appreciation.  The staff really enjoyed it.  

Confirmed that MCPS is impacted by a 30% cut on textbook and materials for the upcoming school year.

As a result, publications like Time for Kids and Scholastic News might be cut since the school would not be able to absorb the $3,000 + cost to cover it for each student.  

Ms. Smith confirmed with Kim Campbell if the school could use the scholastic bucks to purchase Scholastic News for grades 3-4-5; Kim affirmed

Ms. Smith inquired if the PTA could budget and purchase the Time for Kids publication for students in grades 3, 4, 5.  PTA members seem to be in agreement.  Akinesh affirmed that this will be discussed at the budget meeting.

Ms. Smith reported good news in MAP R test score improvements:
· 80% of grade 5 made benchmark
· 92% of grade 4 made benchmark

· 88% of grade 3 made benchmark

Any students below grade level received double doses of math and reading each day

Ms. Smith affirmed that Kids After Hours has been really generous this year absorbing some of the tuition expenses for the single parent families and those families that are experiencing hardships but don’t necessarily qualify for r free/reduced lunch or childcare voucher program.  KAH has contributed approximately $18,950 for this school year.  KAH has been a viable and reliable resource for our community and school.  

5th Grade EOY pool party; 15 students have not turned in their $$ or permission slips; cost is $25 p/p covers entrance fee, food and special bus; can’t use regular buses due to demand for other bus routes across the county;  Melissa asked if  the PTA could consider increasing the line item for the EOY 5th grade party for next year to be able to subsidize those who can’t afford to go.

Upcoming dates:

June 3—Recital for Recorder students (3rd grade) 6pm and 7pm.

June 8—Volunteer Reception

Award Ceremony Grades 3-5

June 9—Award Ceremony Grades K-2

June 11—Promotion for Grade 5 students

Retirement Party for Ms. Schneider $25.00 per person (all are welcome)

PTA Events SY 10-11:  (Vanessa Roberts)
Please contact Vanessa if you would like to help with cutting and bundling box tops; our check this year was really low;

Vanessa circulated proposed dates for us to book rooms for PTA yearly events; the rooms need to be reserved before August 15;  the members present at tonight’s meeting were in agreement with proposed dates.

Action Items:

Ms. Smith wants Vanessa to email the list of dates to Tagreed so that alternate dates could be selected and reserved by Ms. Smith;

Ms. Smith needs to find out the Esol test (Lots Links/ sp?) dates to ensure it does not conflict with Book fair dates; testing is difficult during book fair event;  and 
Mala is going to contact the parents in Ms. Santos class to determine why 15 students did not hand inth3eir permission slips for pool party; the inquiry is to determine if it is financial need or if the child was simply negligent in obtaining the funds from parent along with getting the form signed and returned.

Please note:  This is the last PTA meeting for this school year.  The Executive Committee members will assemble in August to begin pre-planning meeting.  Meeting date to be determined.
Meeting adjourned:  8:35 pm
Antoinette Phillips

Recording Secretary 2009-2010
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