Burtonsville PTA 

Minutes for January 4, 2011 Meeting

7:15 

PTA President Akalnesh opens the meeting; December meeting minutes approved.

7:17 

Fundraising VP Sandy gives a review of the Sally Foster sales in the fall:

· Total collections: $5,802; not as much as previous years but thinks that the economy probably affected the sales to a degree

· 644 packets went out; 63 families turned packets (58 on time)

· Some complications: 

· Getting complete packets (filled out with all necessary info) on time

· Getting complete payments
· Responding to many, many parent inquiries
· Sorting of dough for pickup

· Handful of the orders created a few issues and required payment by PTA to ensure order deliveries1

· Only minor issues with bounced checks

Laura Tervo’s suggestion: Have teachers put labels with children’s names and class info on them so that the packets will have the initial information on them already

Akalnesh’s recommendation: folks take time now to offer suggestions and brainstorm about ways to improve the fundraising process
7:30
Treasurer Matt gives a financial update:

· Finances little changed since last meeting

· He’s adding some additional line items to the budget to track things not now included, such as FLES and teacher appreciation. That way, the PTA’s financial statement can account for every penny that comes in and goes out.

· Still projects that the PTA is on target to get to it’s $22K bottom line 

· Estimates that could be up $1,000 by year’s end and finish year with nearly $4,500 to carry over ($3,536.98 was carried over from last year.)

Shari Clark notes: We need the carryover because the PTA has expenses at the start of the year before there is income coming in.

7:37

VP Chad gives Spring Fling update:

· Nothing to report

· Curtis and Kim spoke to each other about how to get it going.

Programs VP Vanessa points out: There has to be a decision very soon if there is to be time to reserve and get a permit from the county for use of the field.

7:40
I give update on programs:

· Have ice skating at the Gardens Ice House this month; BES families get free skate rentals; the Gardens will split the entry fees with the PTA; will send out fliers in backpack mail to announce the event

· In February, we have International Night being set up by Yasin Mohammed

Ms. Smith notes: The school is sending out a second flier to draw participants for International Night.
7:45
Diane Hunter gives updates on spirit wear, bake sale and cleaners fundraiser:

· On spirit wear, working with a company to develop pricing, then PTA can decide on possible margin for fundraising

· Will be getting free items for Mr. Pham to wear during student drop-off and pick-up, and also one for Ms. Tervo, as the PTA faculty liaison

· Bake sale during the county cheerleading competition on Feb. 5 at Paint Branch:

· 1,000 people expected

· Need to plan food sales

· Need helpers

· ZIPS Cleaners at Route 216 willing to do a fundraising day for the school and give the PTA 10% of the take

7:50

Principal Smith gives an overview of the county’s Math Workgroup effort:

· MCPS received a lot of feedback about its math curriculum.

· When the county changed the curriculum five years ago, it accelerated everything. The notion was that the curriculum would spiral and teachers would be able to come back to topics, but it has not worked out that way. If something was missed, then students might not adequately learn critical concepts. Kids began flailing.

· To revisit the math program, MCPS created a workgroup with multiple stakeholders to look at what is working and what is not in the county’s approach to math teaching and learning across all grade levels. 

· The panel, started about 18 months ago, was asked to review the math program and make recommendations.

· The initial findings came out in December. 

· The workgroup was divided into five subgroups that looked at:

1. What’s involved in writing a new curriculum

2. How a new curriculum should be implemented

3. What should be assessed

4. What the appropriate proficiency targets are

5. What professional development would be needed
· The ultimate goal for a new curriculum is that it must provide equitable access, preparation and mathematical proficiency.

· Four chief bullets from the report:

· The county needs to change the curriculum to one that is narrower but that goes deeper — focusing earlier on fewer but more fundamental math concepts more intently.

· The issue now is who will write it and how the costs will be covered. Ms. Smith notes that given the budget crunch, she’s not sure how it will be changed by next year.

· Adoption of the Common Core Standards — standards in teaching and instruction that have been adopted by Maryland and most states nationwide — will require some curriculum changes. (As Ms. Smith explains it, the curriculum is the how and the standards are the what.)

· The change to a narrower but deeper curriculum will give the children time to make the complete connection and to acquire proficiency in a mathematical sense.

· BES and some other schools already have resequenced the current curriculum so that it makes more sense and to slow down instruction so that students succeed.

· The report identified what would constitute success for a new math curriculum. Five things lead to proficiency, the workgroup concluded:

· Understanding — relaying the concept

· Computing — using the concept mathematically

· Applying — showing what you know and making sense of it

· Reasoning — determining the right strategy to use

· Engaging — being a willing participant in math learning

· Technology will be needed to support and engage students. Ms. Smith notes that Burtonsville currently has seven Promethean boards but will certainly need more, as will other schools. Where will the county get the money?

Ms. Smith points out that BES makes efforts to engage its students in all subjects. She says that each grade-level team meets every two weeks to plan out the coming two weeks and to set teaching plans. The key, she says, is to get kids to be creative thinkers because then they will naturally become engaged in learning.

Highlighted recommendations from the Math Workgroup’s report:

· Eliminate grade skipping for large numbers of students.

· Revise and align curriculum to the Common Core Standards.

· Strive for proficiency in math concepts.

· Refocus the overall targets for math.

· Provide professional development to support content and best practices.

· Provide online collaboration to support curriculum.

· Align school structures and strategies across the county to adopt best-of-breed approaches.

· Set tracking and monitoring policies to establish formalized assessments.

· Determine strategy for assessing mathematical proficiency.

What’s next for the math curriculum? Deputy Superintendent Frieda Lacey is leading a group to:

1. Create a timeline for implementation.

2. Prioritize recommendations and actions.

3. Determine the fiscal impact.

Ms. Smith notes the full report and recommendations can be found on the MCPS website.

8:25
View a short video about the math portion of the Core Common Standards’ implementation by MCPS.

8:35

Final business: Akalnesh raises idea for some type of volunteer potluck, with the goal of honoring parent volunteers and also of encouraging volunteers for PTA for the next school year.

Ultimately, it’s decided that perhaps a PTA Parents’ Social will be a nice function, as the Ms. Smith already holds an afternoon party in the spring to thank volunteers. The planned PTA event will be an adults-only function. KAH will provide paid babysitting in the gym. The suggested date is April 29th. Vanessa will contact CUPF about getting a permit for the multipurpose room and the gym.

