JAMES HUBERT BLAKE HIGH SCHOOL
CAREER ACADEMIES

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION
for

Academic Year 2011-2012

Students at Blake High School receive recognition for work in career-focused studies through Academy certification.  Certification is awarded to students who have completed three required courses in a career academy pathway sequence and a related capstone experience.


The Capstone Experience is an important component of career-focused studies as it gives students an opportunity to apply classroom learning to real-world projects.  A capstone experience may be an internship, a research or performance project, leadership of a major school initiative, preparation for a conference or competition, or a college or AP elective course.  Capstone experiences allow students to individualize their career focus as they design a unique project in collaboration with professional mentors in their future field.  Students begin to build a network with business, education and community partners.  Specific requirements for the capstone experience are outlined in the Capstone Experience Agreement which must be signed by all students involved in a capstone project.  

Students who wish to be considered for Academy certification should submit an application to a pathway teacher, Resource Teacher, counselor or the Academy Coordinator (Career Academy Office, Room B119).  Students must submit a Capstone Experience Description of their proposed project along with their application.  Potential certificate candidates will be invited to interview with the Academy Coordinator to discuss completion of requirements for certification as well as direction and support for the Capstone Experience. Students who are in the process of Capstone Experience completion must submit a Capstone Experience Planning Sheet in addition to the materials listed above.
ATTACHMENTS:

Academy Certificate Application

Capstone Experience Agreement 

Capstone Experience Description (Proposal)

Capstone Experience Planning Sheet

JAMES H. BLAKE HIGH SCHOOL

CAREER ACADEMY PATHWAY CODES
(BY FOCUS AREA WITHIN ACADEMY)
Students who complete required pathway course credits and a related Capstone Experience receive an Academy Certificate and recognition at awards night and graduation. With Academy staff approval, students may combine courses in related pathway focus areas to meet certification requirements.
	ARTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

· Performing Arts

· Dance Performance (DAP)

· Music Education (MUE)

· Music Performance (MUP)

· Music Industry (MUI)

· Technical Theater (TTH)

· Theater Performance (THP)

· Visual Arts

· Ceramics –Sculpture (CSC)

· Fashion (FAS)

· Photography (PH)

· Studio Art (SA1)

· Media Arts

· Digital Arts (DAR)

· Journalism (JO)

· Video Production (BMLP)


	BUSINESS AND CONSUMER SERVICES

· Business Management and Finance

· Accounting (ACLP)
· Business Management (BFLP)
· Financial Management (FM)
· Marketing (MKLP)
· Information Technology

· Computer Programming (CP1)
· Information Resource Design (INR)

· Interactive Media (IM)


	HUMANITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICE
· Humanities

· English, History, Cultural Studies, World Language Studies (ESFL)

· Law, Justice and Society (LJS)

· Public Service
· Early Childhood and Adolescent Development (CDLP)
· Teacher Education (Teacher Academy of Maryland-TALP)
· Law, Justice, and Society (LJS)

	SCIENCE, ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY, AND 

MATH (S.T.E.M.)

· Engineering and Technology

· Construction Technology and Management (CTM)
· Engineering Science (ES2)
· Science and Mathematics
· Environmental Science (EVS2)
· Geophysics (GEO)
· Medical Science (MDS1)

· Mathematics (MAT)



JAMES HUBERT BLAKE HIGH SCHOOL

CAREER ACADEMIES

ACADEMY CERTIFICATE APPLICATION

Name____________________________________________________    Student ID:__________________
Academy:   ___ Arts and Communications            ___Business and Consumer Services   

                     ___ Humanities and Public Service    ___Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)
Pathway_______________________________________     Code_____________    Graduation Year ________
1.  Gateway course(s) completed for this pathway:

	COURSE
	CREDIT (1 or ½)

	
	

	
	


2.  Required Pathway courses completed: (3 credits total) 
	COURSE
	CREDIT (1 or ½)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.  Suggested elective courses completed:
	COURSE
	CREDIT (1 or ½)

	
	

	
	

	
	


4.  Capstone Experience:      ___Current    ___Completed    ___Proposed 

__________________________________________________________________________________
Mentor/teacher:__________________________________________________________________

Business/Education partner/mentor (if known):__________________________________________
(Please complete the attached Capstone Experience Description)

____________________________________________                             __________________________
Student Signature







DATE
BLAKE HIGH SCHOOL

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE AGREEMENT
ACADEMIC YEAR 2011-2012
Name____________________________________________________    Student ID:__________________

Academy:    __ Arts and Communications             __Business and Consumer Services   

                     __Humanities and Public Service     ___Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)

Pathway_______________________________________     Code_____________    Graduation Year ________

Successful completion of the capstone experience requires the following:
· The capstone experience may be in the form of a pathway-specific internship; a research project; a career-related project; a college course for credit; an AP elective course; an arts, media or information resource design portfolio; a performance or competition/festival/fair preparation; a pathway-specific  College & Career Research Development (CCRD) On-the-Job placement; or leadership of a school/community initiative. 
· The capstone experience must reflect a minimum of 75 hours of time.
· If the capstone experience is a course, it must be completed with a grade of C or better.
· The capstone experience must be planned in accordance with a teacher mentor and/or business partner and approved beforehand by the Academy Coordinator.  

· All documents and reports required by the Capstone Experience will be submitted and maintained electronically by the student in an E-Portfolio or alternate electronic collection format.

· Students must complete and submit an Application for Academy Certification, a Capstone Experience Description, and a Capstone Experience Agreement.

· Students must submit a record of capstone work completed and reflection(s) on that work.

· Students must complete a final, formal written reflection of their capstone experience that effectively communicates the learning, application and relevance of the experience to post-secondary education and career aspirations. 

· Students may be required to present an oral/visual reflection on their capstone experience.   In general, oral/visual capstone presentations must be done individually.  With prior approval, it is possible to work with a partner or small group to prepare and present this presentation.  The presentation must effectively communicate the learning, application and relevance of the experience to post-secondary education and career aspirations.

· Capstone experiences will be assessed by the mentor teacher, project coordinator or a small group consisting of academy leaders, teachers and/or professionals from the community.


Students may register for directed study to guide and support them in completion of their capstone project (if available).  This support will be a one-period course that provides the opportunity and resources to complete the Capstone Project.   In addition, the mentor teacher/business partner, pathway teacher, and Academy Coordinator will provide support for students as they develop their capstone experience.


I understand that in order to complete the requirements to receive an academy certificate, I must successfully complete a capstone experience as well as the course requirements of my selected pathway.  Upon successful completion of these outcomes, I will receive an academy certificate and be recognized at graduation for my accomplishments.

_____________________________________________                                 _____________________

Student Signature








Date

__________________________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Signature

JAMES HUBERT BLAKE HIGH SCHOOL

CAREER ACADEMIES

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE: DESCRIPTION
Name____________________________________________________    Student ID:__________________

Academy:    __ Arts and Communications             __Business and Consumer Services   

                     __Humanities and Public Service     ___Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)

Pathway_______________________________________     Code_____________    Graduation Year ________
1.  TYPE OF EXPERIENCE:   Please indicate your first and second choice from the list below.

___Research/career project      ___Performance/Competition/Conference preparation and participation 

___Arts Portfolio                        ___Pathway-specific internship 

___College course for credit      ___Pathway-specific College & Career Research Development (CCRD) OJT placement     
___AP elective course               ___Leadership of school or community initiative
2.  Brief description of what you will do:
3.  How does this experience relate to your academy pathway course work and career interest?

4.  What do you hope to learn or accomplish from this experience?

5.  Please indicate a projected start date for your capstone experience (i.e., summer, first semester of senior year, second semester of senior year, second semester of junior year, etc.)

6.  What support do you anticipate you will need to complete this experience?

7.  What supports have you already identified for this experience?   (teacher mentor, community or business partner, established program administered through a higher education institution,  professional organization, or other national/regional/local group related to the career pathway.
CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE PLANNING SHEET:   Summary, Outline and Timeline     (R2)
NAME_______________________________________________________

ACADEMY_________________________________________________     PATHWAY__________________________
Each Capstone student ( or pair/group) will present a written summary, outline and timeline for their project experience.

NAME OF PROJECT___________________________________________________________________

INTENDED AUDIENCE_________________________________________________________________

I.  SUMMARY

Create a paragraph that provides the OBJECTIVES of your project/experience and  indicates the DIRECTION the experience will follow in support of those objectives.

II.  OUTLINE

Provide a topic outline detailing the major content areas of your project/experience as well as supporting subject matter/activities.  This outline will demonstrate the direction and evolution of the project indicated in your summary.

III.  OVERVIEW  TIMELINE

Develop a timeline (based upon the above outline) that demonstrates your ability to plan and carry out the project/experience.  Include important check-point dates below that encompass the entire semester to assist you in this process:

Proposal (Capstone Description)    DUE_____________   SUBMITTED_____________    APPROVED_____________

Summary/Outline/Timeline             DUE_____________   SUBMITTED_____________    APPROVED_____________

Project/Experience Updates, Reflections and Checkpoints: 


(All forms, work, related materials and student information should be imbedded in one electronic collection

                point, such as E-Portfolio, Hand-In Folder, or alternate electronic collection format.)      

DUE:    (Check all that apply)   WEEKLY________                      MONTHLY___________          QUARTERLY___________

Project Completion            

DUE _________________

Reflective Essay                    

DUE __________________

Oral/Visual Presentation (if required)    
 DUE _________________

	WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCES Leading to 

ACADEMY CERTIFICATION:


CAPSTONES are MORE than a class project

 A capstone experience applies classroom learning to real-world projects and expands your education beyond the four walls of high school.   These experiences may include internships, performance or research projects, Advanced Placement or college courses, and leadership roles in school initiatives.

CAPSTONES are a Partnership

Each capstone experience is mentored by staff and career professionals who help you develop and demonstrate your knowledge and skills.
CAPSTONES are Individual and Personal

Capstone experiences allow you to individualize your career focus.  YOU design and develop your project in collaboration with academy teachers and project mentors.

CAPSTONES develop Leadership and Teamwork

Capstone experiences provide opportunities for you to lead school initiatives or service projects.  You become an essential member of the school community.
CAPSTONES develop a Network with Career Professionals

Capstone experiences connect you with business, education and community partners. You begin to build a network with career professionals…it’s not just what you know, it’s also WHO you know that contributes to your success.

CAPSTONES are the start of Higher Education

Capstone experiences may be Advanced Placement courses or articulated college courses for which you receive credit.  Both let you begin the next step of your career journey while still at Blake.

CAPSTONES complete the requirements for Academy Certificates

Once you complete the required courses in your Academy Pathway, you are eligible to participate in a capstone experience and earn an Academy Certificate.

CAPSTONES bring recognition through the Academy Certificate

You may receive letters of recommendation from school and business mentors.  

Your capstone provides notable experiences for reflective college essays.  

Academy certification is acknowledged at an awards presentation and during the graduation ceremony.

