
25400 Oak Drive 
Damascus, MD  20872 
Phone:  301-253-7010 
FAX:  301-253-7020 
www.bakerms.org 

ADMINISTRATION 
Louise Worthington – Principal 

Louise_J_Worthington@mcpsmd.org 
Robin Lupia – Assistant Principal 

Robin_D_Lupia@mcpsmd.org 
Steven Asbacher – Assistant School Administrator 

Steven_Asbacher@mcpsmd.org 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 
Terri Haines – Administrative Secretary 

Teresa_M_Haines@mcpsmd.org 
Eleanor Jackson – Attendance Secretary 

Eleanor_Jackson@mcpsmd.org 
Sue Fritz – Financial Assistant 

Suzanne_Fritz@mcpsmd.org 
Romana Lawrowycz Nixon – School Support 

Romana_Z_Lawrowycz@mcpsmd.org 
 
COUNSELING — 301-253-7015 
Kathy Herman – Gr. 8 Counselor, Department Chair 

Kathryn_A_Herman@mcpsmd.org 
Antia Reddicks – Gr. 6 Counselor 

Antia_Reddicks@mcpsmd.org 
Robin Schmidt – Gr. 7 Counselor 

Robin_E_Schmidt@mcpsmd.org 
Cindy Loweth – Counseling Secretary 

Cindy_L_Loweth@mcpsmd.org 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Delena Harrison – Special Education RT 

Delena_M_Harrison@mcpsmd.org 
Jason Bozicevich – Reading, LAD Support 

Jason_Bozicevich@mcpsmd.org 
Jen Cummings – LAD Support 

Jennifer_L_Cummings@mcpsmd.org 
Alicia Murphy – Resource, LAD Support 

Alicia_M_Murphy@mcpsmd.org 
Ann Pluchino – Reading, LAD Support 

Ann_R_Pluchino@mcpsmd.org 
Jennie Schwaderer (Orelli) – English 6 SC, LAD Support 

Jennie_O_Schwaderer@mcpsmd.org 
Joan Zimmerman – LAD Support 

Joan_Zimmerman@mcpsmd.org 
 
Grade 6 – ODYSSEY 
Karen Bliven – Team Leader, English, Acad. Intervention RT 

Karen_E_Bliven@mcpsmd.org 
Tina Claxton – Reading 

Tina_D_Claxton@mcpsmd.org 
Mandy Dishon – Science 

Mandy_K_Dishon@mcpsmd.org 
Beth Hughes – Math 6 

Sibyl_E_Hughes@mcpsmd.org 
Pam Kucsan – Math 6, Math 7 

Pamela_R_Kucsan@mcpsmd.org 
Becky Nelson –  Staff Development Teacher 

Becky_L_Nelson@mcpsmd.org 
Joel Niswander – Social Studies 

Joel_D_Niswander@mcpsmd.org 
Shelia Shipmon-Friedli – Science, Science RT 

Shelia_A_Shipmonfriedli@mcpsmd.org 
Heather Wong (Steele) – English, English RT 

Heather_R_Wong@mcpsmd.org 
 
Grade 7 – TERRAPINS 
Stewart Cummings – Team Leader, World Studies 

Stewart_W_Cummings@mcpsmd.org 
Nic Ciccarello – Science 

Nicola_Ciccarello@mcpsmd.org 
Jeff Kenst – World Studies 

Jeffrey_D_Kenst@mcpsmd.org 
Patti Norton – English, Reading 6 

Patti_S_Norton@mcpsmd.org 

Katie Roberts – IM; Math 7 
Katherine_A_Roberts@mcpsmd.org 

Scott Webster – English 
Gregory_S_Webster@mcpsmd.org 

Pam Wetzel – Math 7, Algebra 1 
Pamela_J_Wetzel@mcpsmd.org 

Andrew White – Science 
Andrew_A_White@mcpsmd.org 

 
Grade 8 – CHAMPIONS  
Donna Beatrice – Team Leader, U.S. History, WS RT 

Donna_L_Beatrice@mcpsmd.org 
Bridget Friedman – English, Reading 6 

Bridget_K_Friedman@mcpsmd.org 
Daniel Hostler – Algebra Prep, Algebra 1 

Daniel_G_Hostler@mcpsmd.org 
Barbara Kelley – Reading Specialist, Read 180 

Barbara_Kelley@mcpsmd.org 
John Pekar – Science 

John_T_Pekar@mcpsmd.org 
Anthony Rettig – U.S. History; Social Studies 6 

Anthony_R_Rettig@mcpsmd.org 
Tracy Tomlinson – Algebra 1, Geometry, Math RT 

Tracy_O_Tomlinson@mcpsmd.org 
Marsha Weinberg – English 

Marsha_J_Weinberg@mcpsmd.org 
Donna Wood – Science 

Donna_K_Wood@mcpsmd.org 
 
ARTS and HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Lenny Marino – Department Chair, Arts Rotation 

Leonard_P_MarinoJr@mcpsmd.org 
Tricia Abbott – Health/PE 

Tricia_A_Abbott@mcpsmd.org 
Nic Ciccarello – Arts Rotation 6 and 7 

Nicola_Ciccarello@mcpsmd.org 
Tina DiMisa – Arts Rotation 6, 7, and 8 

Christine_M_Dimisa@mcpsmd.org 
Scott Frye – Health/PE, Baker Pride Classes 

Scott_Frye@mcpsmd.org 
Beth Hughes – Health/PE 

Sibyl_E_Hughes@mcpsmd.org 
Mike Kamuf – Instrumental Music 6, 7, and 8 

Michael_C_Kamuf@mcpsmd.org 
Jeffrey Kenst – Contemporary Communications, Health/PE 

Jeffrey_D_Kenst@mcpsmd.org 
Theresa Lee – Spanish 

Theresa_A_Lee@mcpsmd.org 
Chris Lloyd – Arts Rotation 6 

Christopher_W_Lloyd@mcpsmd.org 
Patricia Paredes – Health/PE 

Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org 
John Pekar – T.V. Studio, Arts Rotation 6 

John_T_Pekar@mcpsmd.org 
Heydi Rodriguez-Dupré – Spanish 

Heydi_E_Rodriguez@mcpsmd.org 
Greg Standford – Health/PE 

James_G_Standford@mcpsmd.org 
Andrew White – Arts Rotation 7 

Andrew_A_White@mcpsmd.org 
 
PATRIOTS – Learning for Independence 
Kristie Welch – Team Leader, Teacher 

Kristie_L_Welch@mcpsmd.org 
Patricia Ernst – Patricia_A_Ernst@mcpsmd.org 
 
PATRIOTS – School Community Based Program 
Patricia Sullivan – Teacher 

Patricia_L_Sullivan@mcpsmd.org 
Pat Anderson – PatriciaAnn_M_Anderson@mcpsmd.org 
Melody Brown – Melody_K_Brown@mcpsmd.org 
Diane Frankenberger – Diane_J_Frankenberger@mcpsmd.org 
Debra Sanders – Debra_Tominosky@mcpsmd.org 

PARAEDUCATORS 
Lisa Burdette – Lisa_L_Burdette@mcpsmd.org 
Margie Cohen – Margie_R_Cohen@mcpsmd.org 
Erica Ray – Erica_M_Ray@mcpsmd.org 
Joan Schwartz – Joan_S_Schwartz@mcpsmd.org 
Karen Thielke – Karen_A_Thielke@mcpsmd.org 
Debbie Volley – Deborah_J_Volley@mcpsmd.org 
Lynn Weber – Lynn_K_Weber@mcpsmd.org 
Mary Weddle – Mary_M_Weddle@mcpsmd.org 
 
READING SPECIALIST 
Barbara Kelley – Barbara_Kelley@mcpsmd.org 
 
SPEECH & LANGUAGE 
Mindy Postal – Mindy_B_Postal@mcpsmd.org 
 
MEDIA CENTER 
Heidi Walker – Media Specialist 

Heidi_H_Walker@mcpsmd.org 
Carol Briggs – Media Assistant 

Carol_J_Briggs@mcpsmd.org 
 
HEALTH ROOM — 301-253-7014 
Gail Michaels – School Nurse 

Gail_A_Michaels@mcpsmd.org 
Faakornam Deegbe – Health Room Aide 

Faakornam_L_Deegbe@mcpsmd.org 
 
AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR 
Lisa Burdette – Lisa_L_Burdette@mcpsmd.org 
 
SSL COORDINATOR 
Kathy Herman – Kathryn_A_Herman@mcpsmd.org 
 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
Becky Nelson – Becky_L_Nelson@mcpsmd.org 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL DATA ASSISTANT 
Heather Geehreng – Heather_P_Geehreng@mcpsmd.org 
 
IT SYSTEMS SPECIALIST 
Aroub Saad – Aroub_H_Saad@mcpsmd.org 
 
SECURITY 
Scott Wilson – Scott_W_Wilson@mcpsmd.org 
 
BUILDING SERVICES 
Michael Plummer – Manager 

Mike_Plummer@mcpsmd.org 
Teddy Coeburn – Plant Equipment Operator 

Teddy_R_Coeburn@mcpsmd.org 
Stacy Wolfe – Night Leader 

Stacy_S_Wolfe@mcpsmd.org 
Chris Maness – Chris_A_Maness@mcpsmd.org 
Wilmer Realpe – Wilmer_L_Realpe@mcpsmd.org 
Silvia Salas – Silvia_E_Salas@mcpsmd.org 
 
CAFETERIA — 301-253-7019 
Jane DeLacerda – Manager 

Jane_M_DeLacerda@mcpsmd.org 
Theresa Hunt – Teresa_A_Hunt@mcpsmd.org 
Wan Zhao – Wan_H_Zhao@mcpsmd.org 
Joyce Ziranski – Joyce_A_Ziranski@mcpsmd.org 
Lindsey Ziranski – Lindsey_M_Ziranski@mcpsmd.org 
 
 
BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA 
Joe Abbott, President 
Jennifer Zaranis, Vice President 
Monica Glaze, Treasurer 
Karen Myers, Secretary 
Please check the PTA section of the Baker website  
for contact information. 

The full version of the Parent Handbook can be found at –  



2 JOHN T. BAKER  MIDDLE SCHOOL 

2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 

2009  Event Note 
August 31 Mon.  First Day of School for Students Mass flyer distribution 
September 7 Mon.  Holiday—Labor Day Offices & schools closed. 
September 28 Mon.  Yom Kippur No school for students and teachers.  

 (Note: Rosh Hashanah is Sat., September 19) 
October 2 Fri.  Early Release Day K-12 Grading/Planning. Students dismissed after lunch. 
October 5-9 Mon.-Fri. Marking Period 1 Interims Week 
October 12 Mon. Columbus Day Open House K-12 
October 16 Fri.  MSTA/MCAASP Conferences No school for students. 
October 30  Fri. Marking Period 1 Ends 
November 2 Mon.  Professional Day for Teachers No school for students. 
November 3 Tue. Marking Period 1 Grades Submitted 

Marking Period 2 Begins 
November 11 Wed. Marking Period 1 Report Cards Distributed Mass flyer distribution 

Early Release Day K-8 for Parent Conferences Students dismissed after lunch. 
November 12 Thu.  Early Release Day K-8 for Parent Conferences Students dismissed after lunch. 
November 25 Wed.  Early Release Day K-12. Interims/planning. Students dismissed after lunch. 
November 26, 27 Thu., Fri.  Holiday—Thanksgiving Offices & schools closed. 
December 7-12 Mon.-Fri. Marking Period 2 Interims Week 
December 24, 25 Thu., Fri.  Holiday—Christmas Offices & schools closed. 
December 28-31 Mon.-Thu. Winter Break No school for students and teachers. 
 
2010  Event Note 
January 1 Fri.  Holiday—New Year’s Day Offices & schools closed. 
January 15-22 Fri.-Fri. Semester Final Exams 
January 18 Mon.  Holiday—Martin L. King, Jr. Day Offices & schools closed. 
January 22 Fri. Marking Period 2 Ends 
January 25 Mon.  Professional Day for Teachers No school for students. 
January 26 Tue. Marking Period 2 Grades Submitted 

Marking Period 3 Begins 
February 3 Wed. Marking Period 2 Report Cards Distributed Mass flyer distribution 
February 15 Mon.  Holiday—Presidents’ Day Offices & schools closed. 
February 26 Fri.  Early Release Day K-12 Interims/planning. Students dismissed after lunch. 
March 1-5 Mon.-Fri. Marking Period 3 Interims Week 
March 9-18 Tue.-Thu. Reading and Math MSAs 
March 26 Fri. Marking Period 3 Ends 
March 29-April 1 Mon.-Thu.  Spring Break No school for students and teachers. 

 (Note: Passover begins March 30) 
April 2, 5 Fri., Mon.  Holiday—Easter Offices & schools closed. 
April 6 Tue.  Professional Day for Teachers No school for students. 
April 7 Wed. Marking Period 3 Grades Submitted 

Marking Period 4 Begins 
April 14 Wed. Marking Period 3 Report Cards Distributed Mass flyer distribution 
April 21-May 11  Science MSA Window 
May 10-14 Mon.-Fri. Marking Period 4 Interims Week 
May 18 Tue. Algebra HSA 
May 31 Mon.  Holiday—Memorial Day Offices & schools closed. 
June 10-16 Thu.-Wed. Semester Final Exams 
June 16 Wed. Marking Period 4 Ends 

Early Release Day K-12 Last day of school for students. 
June 17 Thu.  Professional Day for Teachers 
June 23 Wed. Final Report Cards Mailed 
 
School Contingency Calendar, 2009-2010 
If the school year should be disrupted by emergencies and schools are closed, the school year will be extended. 
If schools are closed …  The school year will be extended by... 
 5 days one day to June 17, 2010 
 6 days two days to June 17 and 18, 2010 
 7 days three days to June 17, 18, and 21, 2010 
 8 days four days to June 17, 18, 21, and 22, 2010 
 9 days five days to June 17, 18, 21, 22 and 23, 2010 



3 2009-2010 QUICK GUIDE 

2009-2010 BELL SCHEDULE – UPDATED 9/21/09 

Please check the weekly Paw Prints for changes in schedule. 

FULL DAY GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

 7:55 - 8:10 Bulldog Time Bulldog Time Bulldog Time 

 8:10 - 8:59 Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements 

 9:03 - 9:50 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 

 9:54 -10:41 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 

  10:45-11:15 Lunch A 10:45-11:32 Period 4 10:45-11:32 Period 4 

  11:19-12:06 Period 4 11:36-12:06 Lunch B 11:36-12:23 Period 5 

  12:10-12:57 Period 5 12:10-12:57 Period 5 12:27-12:57 Lunch C 

 1:01 - 1:48 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 

 1:52 - 2:40 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 

    

EARLY RELEASE GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

 7:55 - 8:24 Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements 

 8:28 - 8:55 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 

 8:59 - 9:26 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 

 9:30 - 9:57 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 

10:01 -10:28 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 

10:32 -11:02 Lunch A Period 4 Period 4 

11:06 -11:36 Period 4 Lunch B Period 5 

11:40 -12:10 Period 5 Period 5 Lunch C 

    

2-HOUR DELAY GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

 9:55 -10:28 Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements 

10:32 -11:04 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 

11:08 -11:40 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 

11:44 -12:16 Lunch A Period 4 Period 4 

12:20 -12:52 Period 4 Lunch B Period 5 

12:56 - 1:28 Period 5 Period 5 Lunch C 

 1:32 - 2:04 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 

 2:08 - 2:40 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 

    

ASSEMBLY GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

 7:55 - 8:10 Bulldog Time Bulldog Time Bulldog Time 

 8:10 - 9:10 Assembly 1/Period 1 Assembly 1/Period 1 Assembly 1/Period 1 

 9:14 -10:14 Assembly 2/Period 1 Assembly 2/Period 1 Assembly 2/Period 1 

10:18 -10:50 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 

10:54 -11:26 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 

11:30 -12:02 Lunch A Period 4 Period 4 

12:06 -12:38 Period 4 Lunch B Period 5 

12:42 - 1:18 Period 5 Period 5 Lunch C 

 1:22 - 1:58 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 

 2:02 - 2:40 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 
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ATTENDANCE in school is required by law. 

At Baker, the school day starts at 7:55 am. If a student 
will be absent from school or will be arriving late, a 
parent/guardian is expected to call the attendance 
secretary at 301-253-7010 each day before 9:00 am 
to report the absence/tardiness. If the school has not 
been informed by 9:00 am, the parent/guardian will be 
notified of the student’s absence via Connect Ed. 

Absence – A student returning to school after an 
absence must turn in a note to the Attendance Secre-
tary signed by the parent/guardian. In accordance with 
regulation JEA-RA II.A.3.d.3, ―The principal may 
require a physician’s certificate from the parent or 
guardians of the student …‖ There will be a limit of 
three school days following the absence to submit the 
written note. Unless the principal has granted an 
extension after this three-day limit, all undocumented 
absences are classified as unexcused. The note must 
contain the following information: student’s name (full 
legal name), date(s) of absence, reason for absence, 
parent/guardian signature and contact number. Ac-
cording to Maryland State Law, only the following 
absences are considered lawful/excused 
(tardiness is considered to be a short absence): 

• Court Summons  
• Death in Family  
• Hazardous Weather Conditions 
• Illness of Student 
• Lack of Authorized Transportation 
• Previously Approved Activity 
• Religious Holiday 
• State of Emergency 
• Suspension 

Absence for any other reason must be approved 
by the Principal prior to the absence. A letter 
should be addressed to the Principal giving the 
dates and the reason(s) for the proposed absence. 
This letter must be received a minimum of three 
days prior to the first day of absence. 

Late Arrival – A student arriving late must sign in at 
the Attendance window. At that time, the student must 
turn in a note, signed by the parent/guardian, explain-
ing the absence, or the parent/guardian must sign in 
the student. A student arriving without a note or par-
ent/guardian signature will be marked unexcused. A 
note or parent signature does not guarantee that 
the absence/tardiness will be excused.  

Early Dismissal – A student who needs to leave 
before regular dismissal time should bring a note, 
signed by the parent/guardian, explaining the ab-
sence, to the Attendance window by 7:50 am (or as 
early in the day as possible). The student will receive 
a pass from the Attendance Office which is to be 
presented to the teacher at the beginning of the class 
from which the student is to be dismissed. It is the 
student’s responsibility to keep an eye on the time so 
he/she can be dismissed at the requested ―to leave at‖ 
time without being called.  
 
CAFETERIA – Students will be assigned a PIN 
number that is to be used in purchasing meals. Par-
ents can make out a check to the school o be 
deposited in their child’s account or put additional 
funds in the account at www.MyLunchMoney.com. 
The students can use the deposit system to pay for 
lunch and need not carry cash to school. 

Secondary School Meal Prices as of 6/9/2009 
Breakfast: $1.30 Reduced: $0.30 
Lunch: $2.75 Reduced: $0.40 

A La Carte Prices as of 6/9/ 2009 
Milk: $0.60 Cookies: $0.35 
Chips: $0.65 Ice Cream: $0.50 & Up 
 
MAKE UP WORK POLICY – When students are 
absent from school, it is their responsibility to obtain 
and make up missed assignments. Students should 
check Edline for homework assignments and contact 
classmates about missed work. When they return, 
students should ask each of their teachers about 
making up work. When a student has been absent 
for three consecutive days due to illness, the 
parent/guardian may call the counseling office to 
request work. The teachers will have 24 hours to 
gather the work for the student. Students who are 
absent for any reason other than illness/
hospitalization/death in family are responsible for 
getting their assignments prior to the absence. 
 
VISIT TO THE SCHOOL – Parents are always wel-
come to visit a class. However, any parent wishing to 
do so must arrange this with the teacher 24 hours 
ahead of time. Upon arriving, visitors must check in 
with the Main Office and receive a guest pass. Visits 
by other students, friends, relatives, etc. are not al-
lowed. Thank you for your cooperation with these 
safety measures. 
 

Additional school information can be found in the 
Parent Handbook and Student Planner. 


