
Office of the Superintendent of Schools 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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September 13, 2011 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Members of the Board of Education 

 

From: Joshua P. Starr, Superintendent of Schools 

 

Subject: SAT Participation and Performance Results for the Class of 2011 

 

 

Montgomery County Public Schools’ students continue to outperform the state and nation on the 

SAT according to the latest data for the Class of 2011, which is embargoed until the data are 

released by the College Board on September 14.  The participation for the Class of 2011 

remained at 71 percent, which is higher than the 69 percent participation rate for Maryland 

public school graduates and the 50 percent rate for graduates nationwide (Figure 1).  On average, 

the MCPS mean SAT combined score of 1637 was 145 points higher than the mean SAT 

combined score for the state of Maryland (1492) and 137 points higher than the mean SAT 

combined score for the nation (1500) (Figure 2).  The average mean combined score for the 

MCPS Class of 2011 was 10 points lower than the average mean combined score for the MCPS 

Class of 2010 (1637 compared to 1647 [1653 was the average mean score calculated under the 

rules the College Board used last year; the change in the rules required a recalculation]).  The 

drop is consistent with a trend among graduates in Maryland (10 points lower) and the nation (9 

points lower).  For the MCPS Class of 2011, the mean SAT combined scores for all subgroups 

including males, females, and students of different races/ethnicities were significantly higher 

than the Maryland and national mean SAT combined scores for the same groups of students 

(Attachment). It should be noted that the Class of 2011, even with the 10-point decline, still 

contributed to the second-best score ever recorded by the district.   

 

 
Figure 1.  SAT participation rates of graduates in MCPS, Maryland public 

schools, and the national Classes of 2010 and 2011. 

71%

61%

47%

71% 69%

50%

40%

60%

80%

MCPS MD Public School 
Students

Nation All Students

P
er

ce
n

t o
f 

St
u

d
en

ts
 t

ak
in

g 
SA

T

2010 2011



Members of the Board of Education 2 September 13, 2011 

 

 

 
Figure 2.  SAT performance rates of 2011 graduates in MCPS, Maryland 

public schools, and the nation. 

 

SAT participation and performance are key milestones on the path to college and workplace 

readiness.  Analysis of postsecondary outcomes for MCPS graduates indicates that graduates 

who took the SAT are more likely to enroll in college and to earn a four-year degree within six 

years. SAT participation remained virtually flat. SAT participation for the Class of 2011 showed 

an insignificant decrease from 70.8 percent in 2010 to 70.6 percent in 2011.  One possible 

explanation for the slight drop in SAT participation could be due to the increase in the number of 

students who took only the ACT, as nearly all colleges now accept both entrance exams. Also 

noteworthy is the slight increase in SAT participation among MCPS Black or African American 

graduates in the Class of 2011 (1.2%) compared to their peers in the Class of 2010.  

 

SAT Performance 

 

It should be noted that the College Board changed its reporting rules for SAT performance and 

participation for the Class of 2011.  In the past, the College Board reported SAT performance 

and participation based on the March administration of the SAT, and the results reflected all 

graduates for the graduating class.  Under the College Board’s new guidelines, results for 

performance and participation are based upon results through the June administration of the 

SAT, reflecting all graduates who graduate within the school year.  In order to make 

comparisons to the 2010 school year, the Office of Shared Accountability (OSA) recalculated the 

2010 data using the new College Board rules; therefore, results in this report will likely not  

match previously  published results based on prior College Board statistical rules.   

 

Particularly noteworthy for the Class of 2011 is the average mean combined score for 

Hispanic/Latino students, which was 8 points higher than that of the Class of 2010 (Figure 3).  

On average, MCPS Black or African American students in the Class of 2011 outperformed their 

counterparts in the state of Maryland and the nation by 116 and 110 points, respectively; 

however, the average mean combined score for Black or African American students in MCPS in 
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the Class of 2011 was 7 points lower than for the Class of 2010 (1382 compared to 1389).  

MCPS Hispanic/Latino students in the Class of 2011 outperformed their counterparts in the state 

of Maryland and the nation by 37 and 119 points, respectively.  Race/ethnicity comparison 

between MCPS and Maryland and the nation should be interpreted with caution because results 

are not available for students identified within the Multiple Race category in Maryland and the 

nation.  It is noteworthy that approximately 40 percent of the state’s Hispanic/Latino students 

who took the SAT were MCPS students (1,003 MCPS students out of the 2,646 Maryland 

students). 

 

 
Figure 3.  Average Mean SAT Combined Score for Hispanic graduates in 

MCPS, Maryland, and the national Classes of 2010 and 2011. 

 

Performance on the SAT varied significantly across the district with students from all schools 

contributing to the strong performance for MCPS.  At 11 of the 25 high schools, at least 75 

percent of graduates took the SAT.  Eighteen high schools attained mean SAT combined scores 

above the national average of 1500; eight attained mean SAT combined scores of 1650 or higher; 

and four attained mean SAT combined scores of 1800 or higher.  Due to the variability across the 

system and the slight drop in performance, OSA is examining this year’s results in contrast to 

last year’s results to glean lessons for continuous improvement. In looking at each of the 

subtests, the most significant dip is a 4-point decline in writing and math with a 2-point dip in 

reading scores. The SAT is a critical focus of the MCPS strategic plan, Our Call to Action: 

Pursuit of Excellence, and MCPS district leaders and school staff continue to work together to 

improve SAT participation and performance by providing needed support to prepare all students 

for success.   

 

Next Steps—Strategies for Success 

 

OSA continues to review the SAT performance results to determine possible reasons for the 

slight decline in SAT performance.  Research will focus on three areas.  There is a plan to 

investigate if there was a difference in the Algebra 1 and Algebra 2 academic achievement 

between the graduating class of 2010 and 2011 in order to study the academic preparation levels 

of students.  Also, a review will be conducted of the performance results of students who took 

the test before January and those who took the test after December to examine if there are 
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differing levels of investment on the part of students who need higher SAT scores for entrance 

into their chosen institutions of higher education.  Finally, OSA is investigating if there was an 

increase in the number of students who took the SAT only one time in 2011 compared to the 

number of students in 2010.  There is evidence to support that students’ scores tend to increase 

when they have taken the SAT a second time.  

 

The SAT/ACT/Accuplacer M-Stat team has made significant progress in developing and refining 

processes, tools, and best practices to create more equitable outcomes for all students and also 

reduce variability between and among schools.  This summer, the M-Stat team introduced the 

improved SAT/ACT monitoring tool developed by OSA.  This tool, based on research that 

significantly correlates performance on three (Keys 4, 5, and 6) of the Seven Keys to College 

Readiness with the attainment of Key 7 (1650 on SAT or 24 on ACT), will be useful in order to 

address the drop in SAT performance.  The SAT/ACT/Accuplacer M-Stat team has developed a 

comprehensive rollout that includes targeted trainings for school staff on how to use the 

monitoring tool root cause analysis, informational materials, useful templates, and look-for tips.    

 

In addition to the monitoring tool, work was performed to develop individual school action plans 

for SAT improvement.  Each school plan, developed by the school leadership team, provides 

specific action steps, resources needed, monitoring information, and measures of success. 

College/career information coordinators will share best practices at monthly meetings in order to 

help ensure the action plans can achieve their goals.  I will continue to provide you with updates 

on steps the SAT/ACT/Accuplacer M-Stat team and school district are taking to meet challenges 

and continuously improve the participation and performance of our students on exams such as 

the SAT. 

 

Complete SAT Data Tables 

 

The attached tables provide additional information for your review.  Tables A1 to A3 provide 

data on SAT participation and performance among groups of students enrolled in MCPS schools 

and public school students in Maryland and the nation.    

 

 Table A1 shows the number of graduates and the number and percentage of students 

taking the SAT for MCPS students and public school students in Maryland and the 
nation.   

 Table A2 shows the number and percentage of students taking the SAT by gender and 
race/ethnicity for MCPS students and public school students in Maryland and the nation.   

 Table A3 shows the mean SAT critical reading, math, and writing scores, as well as the 

mean SAT combined scores based on the most recent SAT test for MCPS students and 

public school students in Maryland and the nation by gender and race/ethnicity.   

 

Tables A4 to A14 provide SAT data on MCPS student groups and high school participation and 

performance by gender, race/ethnicity, and service groups for the Classes of 2010 and 2011.   
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 Table A4 shows the number of graduates and the number and percentage of students 

taking the SAT by gender; race/ethnicity; and participation in Free and Reduced-price 

Meals System (FARMS), special education, and limited English proficiency services.   

 Tables A5 and A6 show the number of students taking the SAT and mean SAT critical 

reading, math, and writing scores by gender; race/ethnicity; and participation in FARMS, 
special education, and limited English proficiency services.   

 Tables A7 and A14 show the number of graduates, number of students taking the SAT, 

and mean SAT combined scores by gender; race/ethnicity; and participation in FARMS, 

special education, and limited English proficiency services.   

 

Tables A1 to A14 are reported based on the most recent SAT scores to be consistent with the 

reporting rule of the College Board.  Data for 2010 Maryland and the nation are not available.  

This is because, traditionally, the college-bound seniors cohort included students who tested 

through March of their senior year (March cohort).  However, the College Board observed a 

trend in which more students are taking the SAT for the first time in May or June of their senior 

year and is expanding the cohort to include this group of college-bound students.  Beginning in 

2011, the College Board will include students who took the SAT through June of their senior 

year in the college-bound seniors trend data (full cohort).  MCPS data for the Class of 2010 were 

rerun to include the full cohort of students in order to have two-year trend data.   

 

Tables B1 to B6 provide SAT participation and performance data for MCPS high schools and 

student groups by gender, race/ethnicity, and service groups for the Class of 2011.  The data 

tables on SAT performance are based on the highest SAT score in one test administration.  

MCPS monitors students’ highest SAT score in one test administration.  Based on the College 

Board’s Score Choice, a change to the current SAT score-reporting policy, students have the 

option to send SAT scores by test date in accordance with a particular college’s score-use 

practice.  For more information, see http://professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/sat-

score-choice.pdf. 

 

Tables C1 and C2 provide participation and performance in SAT and ACT, participation and 

performance in SAT or ACT, and data on the attainment of Key 7, disaggregated by 

race/ethnicity and special services and by high schools. 

 

If you have any questions about SAT participation and performance data, please contact  

Mr. Adrian B. Talley, associate superintendent, OSA, at 301-279-3553. 

 

JPS:vr 

 

Attachment 

 

Copy to: 

   Executive Staff 

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/sat-score-choice.pdf
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