SIP End of the Year Feedback  2004/05  
KP Staff by Grade Level / Area
	Goal
	Plus
	Delta

	To improve the writing skills of all students in content areas as measured by BCR’s and primary reading assessments.

	· K - Children had opportunities to write in different areas, i.e., book focus (etc.)
· K – Marked improvement in “k” assessment data.  All students met benchmark.

· K – Students learned to begin each sentence with an upper case letter and end the sentence with a period.

· 1st – Stance Analyze reading response logs

· 1st – Interactive writing journals

· 1st – Oral rehearsal before writing – talking partners

· 2nd – Using written responses to books read throughout the year

· 2nd – Using a rubric

· 2nd – Keeping individual journals

· 2nd – Keeping “Ask Me About” journals

· 2nd – Weekly DOL sentences

· 3rd – Consistency of rubrics

· 3rd – Looking at student samples

· 3rd – Students starting to demonstrate understanding 3, 2, 1 level on rubrics and need for support, examples

· 4th /5th  - Vocabulit – good – supportive for assessments such as MAP-R

· 4th /5th  - Kids more familiar with BCR’s – need continued practice

· 4th /5th  - Identifying supportive strategies

· Specialists – BCR’s in music / visual arts w/ 4th & 5th
· Specialists – BCR’s after BSO performances with 3 rd – 5th
· Specialists – Writing with K, 3, 5
	· K – Assessment time conflicts with teaching time.  Some children are not ready to meet expectations.  
· K – Did best with word bank & prompt – still difficult to create own ideas.

· 1st – Lack of consistency in using journals

· 1st – Need more support with rubrics / samples for primary students

· 2nd –Confusion for some students over various responses

· 2nd – Hard for students to elaborate and give supporting details

· 3rd – Additional focus on analyzing writing pieces / samples

· 3rd – Need more resources / questions to support use of rubrics

· 3rd – Students need to be prodded to strive for a “3”

· 4th /5th  - Hard to find time – no unified spelling program.  Conventions need more emphasis
· 4th /5th  - need more quality resources

· 4th /5th  - need to begin focus right away in Sept. – have benchmarks throughout the year

· Specialists – Need additional time to meet all demands

	To enhance the writing process skills of all students as measured against the MCPS Writing Continuum / 6 Traits. 

	· K – Children are basically on level as related to MCPS Goals and writing traits.
· K – Growth over time demonstrated

· 1st – Rich lessons from guides too!

· 2nd – Weekly paragraph uses 6 traits as rubric

· 3rd – Less “pressure” to take every writing piece thru the writing process

· 3rd – Good start / motivating lessons

· 4th /5th  - 6-traits book was excellent – gave a structured writing program

· Specialists – Italian composer writing tasks

· Specialists – 4th Graders wrote original verses for Langston Hughes project in music

· Specialists – Media specialist worked with Kindergarten classes using writing to assess reading comprehension / strategy applications through tableaus

·  
	· 1st –  Need additional rubrics / samples for primary students
· 2nd – Need continuing practice  Students don’t use this individually

· 3rd – Wish their was a “quick” way to introduce all traits at beginning of year – particularly conventions – then provide additional focus on each

· 4th /5th  - Not able to provide as much emphasis on 6 traits this year 
· 4th /5th  - More focus on new curriculum which leaves NO time – some 6 –traits embedded

	To enhance the written responses of students in math as measured by progress with writing tasks on unit assessments / MSA.

	· K- We did some writing in math – hope to expand next year
· K – Children are using writing with addition and subtraction

· 1st – Having students orally discuss math concepts before writing

· 1st – Using rhythm / music to enhance concept knowledge before writing

· 2nd – Using journal at math center

· 2nd – Problem solving & explaining strategies in journal

· 2nd – Rubric helped students evaluate their own progress

· 3rd – Use of familiar rubric

· 3rd – Students demonstrating mastery

· 3rd – When students are able to express concepts in writing, they seem to better retain the concepts

· 4th /5th  - Need ongoing practice

· 4th /5th  - Need resources of questions
	· 1st -  Takes time with a fast paced math curriculum
· 1st – Not writing often enough in math

· 2nd – Time consuming

· 2nd – Journals can be used as exit cards
· 3rd – Need to do even more!

· 3rd – How to help students / parents understand the importance / need of writing with math

· 4th /5th  - Makes it harder for kids with writing issues who need dictation

· 4th /5th  - Kids with trouble in math have lots of difficulty w / writing.  Takes up LOTS of time!

	To increase students’ social competency as measured by student and teacher reports.


	· K - This was mainly verbal – more writing at end of year w/  above / below the line
· K - Weekly reports to parents as a tool of communication

· K – Improve social skill dramatically & learned to id above / below line behavior

· 1st – Class meetings

· 1st – Students chance to recognize each other through “above the line”

· 2nd – Immediate communication with parents

· 2nd – Using above / below line behavior students can monitor their own behavior

· 3rd – Compliments

· 3rd – Class meetings

· 3rd – More students are asking how to improve on their weekly reports / feedback

· 4th /5th  - Good idea 

· Specialists – Supporting school wide behavior program

· Specialists – Opera has had a powerful effect on 4th grade social skills
	· 1st – Above the line has not been consistently reinforced as discussed at beginning of program
· 2nd – Time consuming to complete weekly reports

· 2nd – Many parents don’t respond to the report

· 3rd – Concerns with name calling emerging after earlier improvements

· 4th /5th  - Minimal work on social skills

· 4th /5th  - No time to do 2nd Step

· 4th /5th  - Few consequences

· Specialists – Difficult to be consistent with once weekly classes



	To use an arts integrated approach where natural connections exist to meet curriculum objectives and to enhance student performance.

To use an arts integrated approach where natural connections exist to meet curriculum objectives and to enhance student performance.


	· K - Used arts connections as much as possible; i.e. concrete poetry, talking about books, etc.
· K – Often used drama and tableau in particular

· 1st – Fun / engaging

· 1st – Teachers learn a lot about themselves & students too!

· 1st – Get to use lots of different media / materials

· 1st – Arts’ coaches & CETA trainings & Towson classes

· 2nd – Strengthens students understanding of subject matter

· 2nd - Provides for different learning modalities

· 3rd – Kids motivated

· 3rd – Approaching the curriculum through a different format

· 3rd – Students remember / retain concepts

· 3rd – Visual arts connections with social studies, science, and math clearly demonstrated across multiple units

· 4th /5th  - Increases student motivation

· 4th /5th  - Adds to general knowledge

· 4th /5th  - Students make connections

· 4th /5th  - Students arts ability much better

· Specialists – All specialists actively integrate across the curriculum as often as possible

· Specialists – Curriculum maps provide “lens” for each grade level
· Specialists – Media & Visual Arts developed integrated lessons with 3rd (plants) and 5th (structures) that included technology
	· K – Time!  So much to do – how to fit it all in.

· 1st – Some teachers feel pressured to integrate  (Italian Festival….) at times when visitors are coming when doesn’t always match student needs
· 2nd – Time consuming

· 2nd – More training needed especially in certain art forms

· 2nd – Better communication for scheduling of arts programs and events

· 3rd – Time to develop long range plans

· 3rd – Information about how to measure impact

· 3rd – Focus on one theme / project at a time

· 3rd – Opportunity to learn more about integrating music – very difficult to do without a music background

· 3rd – Time to focus on project / task completion

· 4th /5th  - Connections are forced or too loosely connected

· 4th /5th  - No time to develop natural connections & integrated lessons

· Specialists – Need more time to effectively integrate across grades



	Resources will be aligned to support implementation based on identified needs and objectives.


	· K – Arts coaches from the Kennedy Center were an invaluable resource

· 1st – Lots of arts resources 
· 1st – Willingness to spend money on arts resources as needed

· 2nd – Having instructional aide assigned to help in classroom

· 3rd – The KIN meeting at the beginning of the year

· 3rd – Papermaking demonstrated strong connections with science

· Specialists – Serve as resources

· Specialists – Opera training benefits across grades
	· K – Would have like to have the time to observe, brain storm, and plan with other members of the staff,

· 2nd – More quality than quantity

· 3rd – Need additional reading support for truly at risk students

· 3rd – Additional support / follow-up with KIN

· 4th /5th  - More in classroom human  resources to support content integration
· Specialists – Need more music materials / materials to make connections
· Specialists – Need music program/ midi connection & keyboard


