

Directions:  Read the following descriptions.  In the space provided, please indicate if the description is an example of formative or summative data.
1.  _____ In a standards-based curriculum, students are frequently assessed; educators analyze and use the data to drive their instruction to help students achieve objectives and meet standards.  This type of assessment can include teacher observations, classroom discussions, and analyses of student work, including homework and tests. 
2. _____ These assessments are useful for various purposes.  For example, they may help catch problems early on, while they can still be corrected; they are an evaluation of a process, so they may be useful in understanding why different outcomes emerge and improving program management, and they provide an opportunity to collect baseline data.
3. ______ The data obtained from these types of assessments are analyzed carefully by area and central office staff, curriculum experts, and school teams to identify short- and long-term student achievement trends and curriculum development implications.  This type of data  are used to develop measurable goals and objectives in school improvement plans and help schools set targets that drive school plans and demonstrate student achievement progress. 

4. _____ This type of assessment should occur regularly throughout the instructional process and, according to the National Center for Fair and Open Testing (NCFOT) (1999), it "occurs when teachers feed information back to the students in ways that enable the student to learn better.”  The purpose of this type of assessment is to determine what students know and gives teachers necessary information to adjust students’ learning processes and helps identify appropriate outcomes for summative evaluations.
5.______    Data is collected before and during the student learning process and is used as an ongoing diagnostic tool; educators employ the results of this assessment data solely to modify and adjust his or her teaching practices to reflect the needs and progress of his or her students.

6. ______ Data is collected usually at the end of a learning process and assessment can be conducted in a variety of ways through chapter or unit tests, unit projects, student performances, and student portfolios.
7. _____ This data is used to adapt teaching to meet student needs and is tightly linked to instructional practices.  Educators use this type of data because it gives information for assigning grades and also provides diagnostic information about individual student performance.  Teachers need to consider how their classroom activities, assignments, and tests support learning aims and allow students to communicate what they know, then use this information to improve teaching and learning.

8. _____ The following are some examples of this kind of assessment: Maryland Functional Tests (MFT), Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills (CTBS), countywide high school final examinations, Advanced Placement (AP) Tests, PSAT, SAT and ACT.

9. _____ Teachers can assess students' understanding in several different ways.  For example, the teacher can have students write down their understanding of vocabulary words or lesson concepts before and after instruction.  Additionally, students can summarize the main ideas they've taken away from a lecture, discussion, or assigned reading; students complete a few problems or questions at the end of instruction and check answers; the teacher can interview students individually or in groups about their thinking as they solve problems; and assign brief, in-class writing assignments. 

10. _____ This assessment occurs at the end of a period of learning and provides students with opportunities to demonstrate their achievement of the important/enduring learning addressed during that period of time.  When used in combination with data from formative assessments, teachers should be able to describe what students know and can do; evaluate student growth relative to the purpose of the lesson/activity/unit/ program; and evaluate student growth relative to curriculum expectations and the state standards. 

