Appendix A

Assistive Technology Definition

Amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) include Assistive Technology as one of the special factors that must be considered by the team responsible for developing Individualized Educational Plans for all students receiving special education services.

Assistive technology devices are defined as “any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities” (20 U.S.C. § 1401(1)).

Examples of AT devices can be no-tech, low-tech, or high-tech.  These can be found in A Handbook on Universal Design for Learning and Accessible Technology (UDL).
AT services are defined as “any service that directly assists a child with a disability with the selection, acquisition, and use of an AT device” (20 U.S.C. § 1401(2)).

