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Attachment A 

Special Education Service and 
Program Descriptions 

School-based Program Delivery Model  
Resource Room Services 
Resource Room Services, available in all MCPS schools, provide students with disabilities with the support they need in order to be 
academically successful in the general education environment. Resource room teachers provide an array of services to students with 
disabilities including direct instruction in reading/language arts, writing, mathematics, and organizational skills. 

Speech and Language Programs 
The goals of Speech and Language services are to diagnose and remediate communication disorders, facilitate the development of 
compensatory skills, and enhance the development of language, vocabulary, and expressive communication skills to support student 
access to the general education curriculum.  The type and frequency of services provided are determined by individual student needs.  
For students with less intensive needs, educational strategies are provided to the student's general education teachers and parents for 
implementation within the classroom and home environments.  Students with more intensive needs receive services individually or in 
small groups. 

Elementary Home School Services 
Elementary Home School Services support students in Grades K–5 as a result of a disability that impacts academic achievement in 
one or more content areas, organization, and/or behavior. Students served by this model are assigned to age-appropriate heterogeneous 
classes in their neighborhood schools.  Student access to the general education curriculum during the course of the day is based on 
individual student needs and will encompass a variety of instructional models and may include instruction in a general education envi-
ronment and/ or a self-contained setting. 

Elementary Learning and Academic Disabilities (LAD) Program 
Elementary Learning and Academic Disabilities classes provide services to students as a result of a disability that impacts academic 
achievement. Students served by this model have previously received a considerable amount of special education support in the gen-
eral education environment, but require additional services to enable progress toward the IEP goals and objectives. Selected elemen-
tary schools provide this program within each cluster.  

Quad-cluster/Regionally-based Program Delivery Model 
Elementary School-based Learning Center (ELC) 
The Elementary Learning Centers provide comprehensive special education and related services. The program offers a continuum of 
services for Grades K–5 in several self-contained classes along with opportunities to be included with non disabled peers in the general 
education environment. These services incorporate the student’s IEP with the general curriculum through strategies such as assistive 
technology, reduced class size, and differentiated instruction. 

Learning for Independence (LFI) Program 
The Learning for Independence (LFI) program is designed for students with complex learning and cognitive needs, including mild to 
moderate mental retardation. Services support the implementation of the Fundamental Life Skills (FLS) curriculum, or a combination 
of the FLS and accommodated general education curricula. Students are provided with many opportunities for interaction with general 
education peers, including inclusion in general education classes as appropriate, peer tutoring, and extracurricular activities. They learn 
functional life skills and functional academics in the context of the general school environment and in community settings. Commu-
nity based instruction and vocational training are emphasized at the secondary level so that students are prepared for the transition into 
the world of work upon graduation or exit from the school system. 
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School/Community-based Program 
School/Community-based Program (SCB) services serve students with moderate, severe, or profound mental retardation and/or multi-
ple disabilities. Students typically have significant needs in the areas of communication, personal management, behavior management, 
and socialization. The program emphasizes individualized instruction, utilizing the Fundamental Life Skills (FLS) curriculum, or a 
combination of the FLS curriculum and accommodated general education curricula, in comprehensive schools and related community 
and work environments. The School/Community-based Program model includes the following components: age-appropriate classes, 
heterogeneous groupings, peer interactions, individualized instruction, and transition, and is available in all quad-clusters. The goal of 
the program is to prepare students to transition into the world of adult living upon graduation or exit from the school system. 

Augmentative and Alternative Communication  
The Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) classrooms provide intensive support for students who are no verbal or 
have limited speech with severe intelligibility issues. Students use augmentative communication devices in order to access the cur-
riculum. Emphasis is on the use of alternative communication systems to enhance language development, vocabulary development, 
and expressive communication skills. Services and supports are often provided within the general education environment to the great-
est extent possible. 

Emotional Disabilities Cluster Program 
The Emotional Disabilities (ED) Cluster Model provides services within comprehensive schools to students with social, emotional, 
behavioral, and learning challenges that adversely impact their success in school. The majority of students are identified with an emo-
tional disability. Some students are identified other disabilities, such as other health impairments, language disabilities, and learning 
disabilities. Students demonstrate average to above average cognitive abilities yet may not demonstrate commensurate academic 
achievement due to a history of emotional and behavioral difficulties that interfere with their ability to participate successfully in the 
general education curriculum. The program provides services in a continuum of settings that may include self-contained classes and 
opportunities for participation in general education classes with non disabled peers as appropriate. The model also has an alternative 
structure component that provides levels of containment to respond effectively to students’ inappropriate and disruptive behavior.  

Learning Disabled/Gifted and Talented Classes 
Students receiving learning disabled/gifted and talented (LD/GT) services demonstrate superior cognitive ability in at least one area 
and typically have production problems, particularly in the area of written expression. LD/GT services provide students with special-
ized instruction, adaptations, and accommodations that facilitate appropriate access to rigorous instruction in the least restrictive envi-
ronment, which may include placement in Honors or Advanced Placement classes, and access to the acceleration and enrichment com-
ponents in the MCPS instructional guidelines. Some students may receive services in specialized classrooms. 

Elementary Physical Disabilities Program 
The elementary physical disabilities program provides services and comprehensive supports to students with physical and health-
related disabilities that cause a significant impact on educational performance in the general education class. These students exhibit 
needs in motor development and information processing. Services provided to students include special education instruction, consulta-
tion with classroom teachers, and occupational and physical therapy services.  

Countywide Program Delivery Model 
(Because of low incidence, these programs are based in central locations and serve students from the entire county. In some cases the 
programs are provided regionally when the level of incidence increases.) 

Services for the Visually Impaired  
Vision services are provided to students with significant visual impairments. These services enable students to develop effective com-
pensatory skills and provide them with equal access to the general education environment. A prekindergarten class prepares children 
who are blind or have low vision for entry into school. Itinerant vision services are provided to school-aged students in their home 
school or other MCPS facilities. Skills taught include visual utilization, vision efficiency, reading and writing using Braille, and the 
use of assistive technology. High school students requiring more intensive services receive specialized transition support, orientation, 
and mobility training. 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program 
The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program provides comprehensive educational services to students with a significant hearing loss. This 
program enables students to develop effective language and communication skills and provides them with equal access to the general 
education environment. Students with significant needs receive services in centrally-located classes. Services are provided in three 
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communications options: oral/aural, total communication, and cued speech. Students with less intensive needs receive services from 
itinerant teachers at neighborhood schools or other MCPS facilities. Assistive technology and consultation also are provided to stu-
dents and school staff. 

Services for Students with Physical Disabilities/Occupational/Physical Therapy 
Occupational and physical therapy provide comprehensive supports that facilitate access to the general education curriculum for stu-
dents with physical and health-related disabilities. These services address the needs of students whose physical disabilities are causing 
a significant impact on educational performance in the general education class. Students exhibit needs in motor development and in-
formation processing. Services include special education instruction, consultation with classroom teachers, and occupational and 
physical therapy. Occupational and physical therapy services are provided as related services to students with other educational dis-
abilities. These services are provided at elementary, middle, and high schools throughout MCPS. 

Assistive Technology Services  
Assistive Technology Services provides support for students from birth–age 21. Augmentative communication and technology serv-
ices support non verbal students who are severely limited in verbal expression or written communication skills due to physical dis-
abilities. These services are provided for students at their elementary, middle, or high school, whenever the individual need is identi-
fied. 


