
Great Native American Nations 
 
Episode 1  Cheyenne:  Indians of the Plains 
Episode 2  Iroquois:  Indians of the Northeast 
Episode 3  Lakota Sioux:  Indians of the Plains 
Episode 4  Navajo:  Indians of the Southwest 
Episode 5  Seminoles:  Indians of the Southeast 
Episode 6  Shawnee:  Indians of the Midwest 
 
 
 
 
Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum 2003 
   

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain the similarities and 

differences of communities using geographic characteristics  
§ a. Describe how natural/physical and human-made 

features affect the ways that people live and work, and 
the population distribution of a region  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain the similarities and 

differences of communities using geographic characteristics  
§ c. Describe how natural/physical and human-made 

characteristics of a region change over time  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 03. Indicator Statement: Describe how transportation and 

communication networks link places through the movement of 
goods, ideas and people  

§ b. Identify reasons for the movement of people from 
one region to another  



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 04. Indicator Statement: Explain how people adapt to, modify 

and protect their natural environment  
§ a. Describe how people in a community modify their 

natural environment to accommodate changing needs 
for transportation, housing and how people make a 
living  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe the benefits of a 

multicultural setting  
§ c. Explain how a variety of cultures may contribute to 

society  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain how different points of view 

affect the way groups of people interact  
§ a. Describe how different points of view may result in 

cooperation or conflict  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 3  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain how different points of view 

affect the way groups of people interact  
§ b. Explain how a school-based issue can be resolved 

through cooperation  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 4  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  



§ A. History  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe Native American societies 

indigenous to Maryland  
§ a. Identify the development of indigenous societies 

from the Paleo- Indians to the Woodland Indians  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 4  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe Native American societies 

indigenous to Maryland  
§ b. Describe the daily life of various Native American 

societies indigenous to Maryland before contact with 
Europeans  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 4  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Describe similarities and differences 

of regions by using geographic characteristics  
§ b. Explain how natural/physical features and human-

made features affect how people live and work, and 
the population distribution of a region  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 4  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 03. Indicator Statement: Explain how transportation and 

communication networks link places through the movement of 
goods, ideas and people  

§ b. Identify reasons for the movement of people to, 
from and within Maryland  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 4  

§ 04. POLITICAL SCIENCE: Students will understand the historical development 
and current status of the fundamental concepts and processes of authority, 
power, and influence, with particular emphasis on the democratic skills and 
attitudes necessary to become responsible citizens. Students will understand 
the historical development and current status of the democratic principles and 
the development of skills and attitudes necessary to become responsible 
citizens.  

§ A. Political Science  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe how the political structure in 

early Maryland developed and changed over time  



§ a. Describe the governing structures of Native 
American societies, such as how power was distributed 
and to whom  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 4  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe the various cultures of 

Native American societies in Maryland  
§ b. Explain how each culture developed based on their 

location and economic wants  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe the major settlements of 

North America societies indigenous to North America  
§ b. Describe the cultural characteristics of major North 

American Native societies, such as food, clothing, 
shelter, language, tools, transportation, religious 
beliefs, recreation and traditions  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain the significance and 

chronology of key historical events during the age of European 
exploration  

§ a. Identify the origin, destination and goals of the early 
explorers  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain the significance and 

chronology of key historical events during the age of European 
exploration  

§ c. Explain the results of the interactions between 
European explorers and North American natives 

 



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 03. Indicator Statement: Analyze the growth and development 

of Colonial America using a variety of primary and secondary 
sources  

§ b. Explain the consequences of migration to the 
colonies including the impact on North American native 
societies  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 04. Indicator Statement: Evaluate the causes of the American 

Revolution using a variety of primary and secondary resources  
§ a. Describe the different roles and viewpoints of 

individuals and groups, such as women, men, free and 
enslaved Africans, and Native Americans during the 
Revolutionary period  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 03. Indicator Statement: Analyze how transportation and 

communication networks facilitate the movement of goods, 
ideas and people  

§ c. Analyze the consequences of migration from colony 
to colony and immigration to the colonies, such as the 
Europeans to the east coast of the U.S.  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 04. Indicator Statement: Explain why people modify the 

natural environment and the impact of those modifications  
§ a. Describe ways that colonists in the New England, 

Middle and the Southern regions adapted to and 
modified the environment, such as the use of the grist 
mill, water wheel, and plantation farming 

  



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 04. Indicator Statement: Explain why people modify the 

natural environment and the impact of those modifications  
§ b. Explain how the geographic characteristics of the 

colonial regions influenced the way colonists adapted 
to and modified their environments and how these 
modifications sometimes created environmental 
problems  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 03. ECONOMICS : Students will develop economic reasoning to understand the 
historical development and current status of economic principles, institutions, 
and processes needed to be effective citizens, consumers, and workers 
participating in local communities, the nation, and the world. Students will 
identify the economic principles and processes that are helpful to producers 
and consumers when making good decisions.  

§ A. Economics  
§ 06. Indicator Statement: Explain the consequences of 

specialized work on interdependence, trade, and economic 
growth before 1790  

§ a. Identify economic activities, including trade, of 
Native American societies that lived in Colonial 
America  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe the various cultures of the 

North American Native American societies and how their 
environment influenced them  

§ a. Describe how the native societies expressed their 
culture through music, story, art and dance  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe the various cultures of the 

North American Native American societies and how their 
environment influenced them  

§ b. Describe the impact of location on the Native 
American way of life  

 



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze how the native societies 

were influenced by the diverse cultures of the explorers and 
settlers  

§ a. Describe how the native societies responded to 
exploration including examples of compromise or 
conflict  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze how the native societies 

were influenced by the diverse cultures of the explorers and 
settlers  

§ b. Compare perspectives of Native American societies 
and the European explorers  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze how the native societies 

were influenced by the diverse cultures of the explorers and 
settlers  

§ c. Describe how cultures changed as a result of 
European and Native American interaction  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 5  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD : Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 04. Indicator Statement: Compare the causes and 

consequences of conflict  
§ a. Analyze how conflicts affect relationships among 

individuals and groups such as early settlers and the 
Native Americans  

 

 



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 01. History: Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; 
organize patterns and events; and analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States. Students will use 
historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 
changed society over time.  

§ A. History  
§ 10. Indicator Statement: Examine the emergence, growth and 

decline of empires in the Americas  
§ c. Compare the decline of the Incas and the Aztecs  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Locate places and describe the 

human and physical characteristics of those places using 
geographic tools  

§ b. Identify and describe physical and human features 
of early civilizations using thematic maps, such as 
climate, natural features, transportation networks, and 
settlement patterns  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze interrelationships among 

physical and human characteristics that shape the identity of 
places and the development of civilizations  

§ a. Identify and explain physical features that attracted 
human settlement in the ancient world  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze interrelationships among 

physical and human characteristics that shape the identity of 
places and the development of civilizations  

§ b. Explain how physical characteristics of place 
influenced human activities, such as agriculture, 
transportation, art and architecture, and economic 
activity in the ancient world  

 

 



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze interrelationships among 

physical and human characteristics that shape the identity of 
places and the development of civilizations  

§ c. Explain how human perception of and interaction 
with the environment changed over time in response 
to new technologies such as scientific, agricultural 
(terraced farming), transportation, and architecture 
(building of cities, construction of walls)  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Analyze interrelationships among 

physical and human characteristics that shape the identity of 
places and the development of civilizations  

§ d. Analyze how humans in ancient times perceived and 
reacted to environmental concerns, such as flooding, 
droughts, depletion of natural resources and evaluate 
the consequences of those actions  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 03. Indicator Statement: Analyze and describe population 

growth, migration, and settlement patterns in World History  
§ b. Describe how economic systems and cultural 

diffusion help to shape patterns of human settlement 
and interaction  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 02. GEOGRAPHY : Students will use geographic concepts and processes to 
examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location 
and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time. 
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location 
and its relationship to human activities.  

§ A. Geography  
§ 04. Indicator Statement: Analyze how and why humans modify 

their natural environment  
§ b. Analyze how humans in world history perceived and 

reacted to environmental concerns such as flooding, 
droughts and the depletion of natural resources  



§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD: Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 01. Indicator Statement: Describe characteristics that are used 

to organize people into cultures  
§ a. Describe and compare the elements of culture, such 

as art, music, religion, government, social structure, 
education, values, beliefs, and customs, from 
civilizations in world history  

§ Social Studies  
§ Grade 6  

§ 05. PEOPLES OF THE NATIONS AND WORLD: Students will understand the 
diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through a 
multicultural and historic perspective. Students will understand how people in 
Maryland, the United States and around the world are alike and different.  

§ A. Peoples of the Nations and World  
§ 02. Indicator Statement: Explain how cultural diffusion 

influenced the development of cultures in world history  
§ a. Describe factors that resulted in cultural diffusion, 

such as trade, conflict, and migration  


