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Using Diigo to Organize Internet Resources 
 
What is it? 
Diigo is a “way to collect, share and interact with online information from 
anywhere.”   

 
Why use it? 

There are many reasons teachers want to organize and share lists of websites.  It is a way to 
discuss information with colleagues as well as a way to collect resources around a curricular 
theme for student learning activities and assignments.   

 
Here are some advantages to using Diigo for these purposes: 

 You can access your list of websites from anywhere 

 Your list can be easily updated as you locate new sites you want to add 

 You can attach comments, sticky notes, and highlights to the text on a website 

 Diigo uses “tags,” which is a much more powerful way to categorize information than 
making folders.  Each item in the list can belong to multiple tags, so you do not have 
to decide on a single place to file it.  Group members can add their own tags to the 
existing ones, so we needn’t rely on one person’s idea of how the information should 
be organized.  Instead, we can all use the same information in our own way. 

 You can create “groups” in which a group of teachers can collaborate and share 
comments.   

 You can also use groups to create collaborative projects for students. 
 
An example 
 

http://groups.diigo.com/hiatresources/bookmark 
 
The above link will take you to a group of web resources related to using the Internet in 
the classroom.   
 

 
 
The links are organized by “tags” not folders.  You can add tags 
that make sense to you.  You can also view items of a particular 
category by clicking on a tag in the “tag cloud.” 
 
 

http://groups.diigo.com/hiatresources/bookmark
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How to get started 
 
Set up an account 

 
To use Diigo, you will need to set up a free account for yourself.  Go to 
http://www.diigo.com/ and click “Join Diigo” 

 
 Fill in the form.  You’ll have to provide a valid email address.  Follow the directions to 
activate your new account. 
 

 
 
Use the Diigo toolbar or Diigolet 

 
If you are using your own computer, it is easiest to download the Diigo toolbar in order to 
bookmark sites of interest quickly.  The Diigo toolbar shows up in your web browser so 
that you can simply click on the buttons to bookmark a site or add highlights or sticky 
notes to a web page. 
 
Digo Toolbar 
 

 
 

To install the Diigo toolbar, go to http://www.diigo.com/tools and click on . 
 
If you are using a classroom computer or someone else’s computer, you can still 
bookmark sites by using the Diigolet.   
 
The Diigolet 
 

1. Click “Tools” and then “Diigolet” 
 

http://www.diigo.com/
http://www.diigo.com/tools
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2. Follow the instructions 
      

Start bookmarking sites 
 
While you are browsing the internet, you can bookmark webpages, highlight sections, or 
add sticky notes to webpages that you find interesting or want to share with others.   
 
 
 
If you are using the Diigo Toolbar… 

Just click on the Diigo button in your toolbar  and type in one or more 
tags – words that categorize the resource you are linking in your own mind.  
Remember, tags are usually single words – like what you might have used to 
name a file folder.  If you’d like to write a sentence to describe the resource, put 
that in the “Add your Description” box. 
 

There are lots more options, as you 
can see, which are beyond the scope 
of this quick guide.  You can easily 
learn about these other options at 
http://www.diigo.com/help/ or just click 
the “Help…” link right in this window. 

 
 

http://www.diigo.com/help/
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If you are using the Diigolet… 
 
Once you have found a website you want to bookmark, choose the Diigolet from 
your Favorites menu.   
 

 
 
This will cause a floating Diigo toolbar to appear on your screen. 
 

 
 
Now you can click on the  button just as you do if you are using the 
regular Diigo toolbar.  See above “If you are using the Diigo Toolbar…” 

 
Make a group for your classroom or a group of teachers  

 
If you want to make a list of resources to collaborate with a specific group of people, you 
can create a group.  The group can be public or private.   
 
Public groups: Anyone can view and join the group.  This is the case for the example 
above (http://groups.diigo.com/hiatresources/bookmark).   
 
Private groups: You must invite people to join.  This is more work for you, the creator of 
the group, but might be what you want to do if you are using a group as part of a class 
project. 
 
Benefits of using groups in Diigo 
 

 You can allow others to see links you have saved around a certain topic, while still 
using Diigo to save other links, even personal ones, that you don’t want to share. 

 You can structure an activity for a group of students around a curricular theme. 

 Members of the group can add links to the group, enabling a collaborative sharing 
of resources. 

 You can see which member has added which links, making it possible for you to 
see how individual students are participating in a group project. 

 Everyone in the group can see the comments, highlights, and sticky notes that 
others have created, enabling ongoing discussion about the content of the 
websites. 

 Members of the group can post to the forum, another method of discussing topics 
together. 

http://groups.diigo.com/hiatresources/bookmark

