Standards-Based Grading and Reporting

Physical Education

Grades 1-3

Overview
· Designated Essential Learnings are reported each marking period.
· MCPS has identified at least one required task/assessment for each designated Essential Learning.  
· During each marking period, a minimum of one data point (the required MCPS Identified Assessment) must be reported for each designated Essential Learning.
· When there are multiple identified assessments for an MCPS Essential Learning, the criteria is labeled Part A, Part B, and, in the case of the second marking period, Part C. 
· The student’s proficiency level for each of the “parts” of the Essential Learning must be averaged to determine the student’s proficiency level for the Essential Learning.
· Students who unable to perform an identified physical performance assessment task or perform an identified physical performance assessment task below a proficient level should be provided opportunities to demonstrate concept or skill knowledge through alternative assessment methods.
· Under these circumstances, a student cannot receive a grade higher than Proficiency Level 3 – General understanding.
· Alternative assessments must be based on the Essential Learning Criteria.

· The difference between proficiency level 3 and 4 on identified physical performance assessment tasks is described below:
· Proficiency level 4 is achieved when a skill is executed using all of the cues accurately, with automaticity.  Therefore, no prompting is to be provided.

· Proficiency level 3 is achieved when a skill is demonstrated using all of the cues, with the aid of prompts.  
· The MCPS Identified Assessments include the following terms:

· Essential Learnings (EL) are broad constructs stating what students need to know or be able to do based on the six physical education standards identified in the MCPS Physical Education Framework.  
· Criteria (Part A, Part B, & Part C) state in detail what a student needs to know or be able to do to demonstrate proficiency for an Essential Learning.  Criteria represent the content being assessed.  Always refer to the EL Criteria when creating your own formative assessments. 
· Criteria Cues are phrases describing sequential movement patterns used when prompting.
· Indicators are the bolded statements of student learning found in the MCPS Physical Education Framework and voluntary state curriculum which help to define the six standards.
· Skills analysis occurs when teachers use identified cues or criteria to assess a movement skill performed by a student.  Skills analysis informs teacher feedback. 
· Proficiency Levels are used to differentiate performance based on the application of a skill or concept as it relates to the criteria.
· To execute a skill, as in proficiency level 4, means to fully perform the skill accurately, and with automaticity.
· Performing a skill with automaticity, as in proficiency level 4, means to do it spontaneously, without hesitation, and with fluid movement.
· To demonstrate a skill, as used in proficiency levels 3, 2, and 1, means to perform or explain the skill, with the aid of prompts.
· Prompts are reminders of appropriate cues to be applied during learning.  They can be given verbally by teachers and peers or posted around the classroom.
· Feedback is verbal or written information provided to an individual or group for the purpose of improving performance; feedback is most effective when it is timely, specific, criterion-based, and when it involves the student. (Marzano)
Marzano, 2006:

· The most powerful single modification that enhances achievement is feedback.

· Feedback from classroom assessments should give students clear picture of their progress on learning goals and how they might improve.

· Feedback on classroom assessments should encourage students to improve. 
· Formative Assessments are designed to determine whether students are learning what is being taught, for the purpose of adjusting instruction; administered during instruction; may include teacher and system designed informal and formal assessments, such as exit cards, observation records, response to teacher questioning during instruction, every-pupil-response, quick-write, initial draft or outline, and homework. (O’Connor)
· “Formative assessments are interactive and used primarily to form or alter an ongoing process or activity.” (Airasian, 1994)

· Formative assessment encompasses “all those activities undertaken by teachers and/or by students which provide information to be used as feedback to modify the teaching and learning activities in which they engage.” (Black and Wiliam, 1998)
