

CONTEXT PARAGRAPH: 

The context paragraph gives the third party reader information about the teacher, students, unit of study and any special factors regarding the lesson or environment. 

A context paragraph contains:
School name, date, and start/end time of the observation [as a shell or in the paragraph]

Observation:
Obs date: 
School:
Obs Time:  

Level:
Post-Obs Conference Date: 

Information about the teacher : years teaching, years assigned at the school, years teaching the subject, other specific duties that might relate to the observed class

Information about the students:  number, gender, level, special needs, etc.

The course or unit of study:  what is the unit/lesson, where the students are in the unit, what came before, what will follow, is it in the MCPS curriculum

Special factors that influenced the lesson: time of day, events that occurred that day, prior or upcoming events, weather, location, etc.

