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	As your principals have described, each of you has a group of learners who are diverse in many ways, including their level of math proficiency. For some of these students, math class is the only part of the day that you spend with them.  Research has shown that it is important to build a classroom community of learners.


	How do you build and sustain a community of learners in your classroom?


	· equitable practices  

· student discourse

· multiple strategies

· risk-taking

· classroom arrangement

· student goal setting

· personal relationships   


	

	Working with small groups for instruction in reading is a strength of our elementary teachers.  Small group instruction is equally important in math to meet the needs of all students.
	How do you form and manage small group instruction that includes all students?


	· using data for flexible grouping

· strategies for grouping

· end of class exit cards

· checking for understanding

· meaningful practice independent of the teacher   

· small group strategies

· 
	

	A focus of middle school reform is active engagement to meet the needs of the adolescent learner.  As you provide middle school content to your elementary students…
	What strategies do you use to actively engage your students in the mathematics of a lesson?


	· manipulatives and tools

· whiteboards



· call and response

· movement                      

· games

· questioning strategies

· posing problems that are really problems

· note-taking/vocabulary
· 
	

	Most of our discussion has focused on your planning and actions for teaching and learning. Let’s take a moment to talk about what you believe has helped you meet the needs in your diverse classroom.


	What experiences have you had that you believe best prepared you to teach Math 6?
	· Skillful Teacher

· MA-68: Addressing the Needs of the Highly Able Student
· 
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