
The Board of Education will soon be presented with MCPS recommendations to answer this very 
difficult challenge, and I know that you've also heard from representatives of the Latino 
Community. I represent neither MCPS nor the Latino community.  
My name is Sherry Clink, and I'm here tonight as a native community member, homeowner, 
and parent of a young MCPS student to ask you to make committed decisions to improve the 
plight of uneducated teenage students, for the benefit of everyone in our schools and 
neighborhoods.  
To make good decisions about how our school system handles this challenge, you don't have to 
feel sympathy for these teenagers, and you don't have to condone our immigration policies. You 
just have to be realistic.  
The reality is that we have a "Pay Now or Pay Later" choice to make. We can allocate resources 
to design and implement school programs that will help make these immigrant children feel 
accepted in our society, and help them be productive members of our community. That's the Pay 
Now. Or, we can bring these children into our schools and then fail to acknowledge or address 
their very pressing needs, thereby creating a body of students that feel frustrated and hopeless. 
This further polarizes a student population that is already isolated socially, culturally, 
linguistically, and economically. If we leave these children, and our schools, to struggle without 
effective interventions, we grease the path to future gang activity, drugs, and teenage pregnancy, 
and we pay the price in money needed for increased law enforcement and social services. That's 
the Pay Later.  
I think it's vitally important that we do everything we can to make our schools and 
neighborhoods happier and safer places to be. I'm advocating for school changes because it not 
just a "Pay Now or Pay Later" situation, it's a "Win/Win or Lose/Lose" situation.  
If we recognize and capitalize on the fact that schools in our country have always been the major 
vehicle for immigrant acculturation and socialization, then we re-tool as necessary to give the 
immigrant students the help they need, and to we build bridges between the native and immigrant 
communities. That's the "Win/Win.  
If we ignore the desperation of our most vulnerable immigrant students, we contribute to the 
forces that lead these children into harmful activities that are conducted in our schools and 
neighborhoods, and we contribute to a climate of mistrust and division that will manifest itself 
for generations to come. That's the "Lose/Lose"  
In the course of years of volunteering in our schools, my involvement with the Task Force and 
my graduate studies at the University of Maryland in teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages, I've learned -am still learning -a lot about this problem, and I'd be happy to share 
information with you if it would aid you in your decision-making. My e-mail and phone number 
are on the bottom of my statement.  
Thank you for your time.  
sherryclink@comcast.net (301)528-2964 


