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Good evening President Haughey, Superintendent Weast, members of the Board, members of 
staff and fellow Montgomery County parents,  
Thank you for your attention to and consideration of this testimony. My name is Enrique 
Zaldivar. I am here on behalf of a group of hundreds of Montgomery County parents who live in 
the so-called upcounty area and who have come to you in the past to support the creation of 
upcounty high school magnet programs.  
The first reason for my presence here tonight is to thank you. What a year ago, when we first 
approached you, was only a dream, has now become reality at Poolesville High. Last month, 
while walking its crowded hallways on back-to-school night, I was overjoyed by two 
perceptions. First, watching all the excited faces of the parents whose kids were about to start 
being appropriately challenged by the new programs. Second, and even more important, the 
whole school was literally vibrating with a new energy; all the attention of these programs 
translated into a 'shot in the arm' on new academic vigor for Poolesville High. So, THANK 
YOU!  
The second reason for taking a portion of your valuable time is to once again request your 
support in making sure that the whole promise made to us a year ago by the Superintendent does 
materialize. Specifically, that the new programs will be of top-level, academically rigorous, and 
with Blair-like excellence. However, there is a concern that insufficient funding may lead to 
cutting some corners. For instance, the most glaring and most important issue: The state of the 
facilities at Poolesville High is inadequate -we'll be coming to see you again at the time of the 
CIP budget exercise. Another example: While Blair's magnet runs in an 8-period day, the ones at 
Poolesville only have 7 periods, despite the expert opinion by MCPS staff that, from an 
educators' point of view, such programs do need the &period day. The will, the commitment and 
the energy of Dr. Weast and his staff to fix all these deficiencies are there; but, it has been made 
clear to us that only parental advocacy can get the necessary funding -that's why we are here; 
and, that's why we need your support.  
As you discuss the omnipresent budgetary limitations, please do keep in mind that it is these 
programs that spearhead and consequently 'pull' the rest of the school programs and regular 
classes towards higher academic rigor, towards overcoming achievement gaps; and they also 
enhance the name recognition and desirability of Montgomery County, which attracts desirable 
organizations to the county, thus increasing good job opportunities for all.  
In conclusion, the programs you created last year need you now, more than ever, to make sure 
they are appropriately funded.  
Thank you.  
P.S. For ease of reference, although running the risk of repetitiveness, I am taking the liberty to 
reattach the same annex on the Rationale for these programs, which accompanied my previous- 
year testimony. Its components remain equally valid today, and they are useful reminders.  
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Rationale 
Increased rigor. The MCPS Board of Education has stated that increasing rigor is  one of its main 
goals. The upcounty HS magnet programs will keep raising the bar.  
Continuum of services. This is one of MCPS guiding policies. As services are created in the 
early grades, those services follow the children's progression.  
Academic growth. Ensuring continued academic growth for deserving students.  
Prestige to county. The name recognition and prestige that Blair and Richard Montgomery have 
brought to MCPS and to Montgomery County, which translates to economic growth for the 
county, will be enhanced further by an upcounty location.  
Insufficient number of spaces. The current imbalance of more than 300 students graduating in 
2006 from magnet middle school programs, while only 200 spots exist in magnet HS education, 
would be addressed.  
Benefits to all county students. Expanding the number of spaces available in these programs 
increases opportunities for all students, down county as well as upcounty.  
A previously identified need Last year's Report from the DSAC on GT Education includes the 
creation of such programs as one of its four primary recommendations. ' 
County growth. The existing HS magnet programs were created a long time ago when the 
student population of Montgomery County was approximately half of what it is today, and their 
capacity has not increased since then.  
Consistency with MCPS vision. The programs facilitate and support fulfilling MCPS vision of 
excellence.  
Diversity and opportunity for underserved students. Just as the Roberto Clemente programs 
attracted a more diverse group of students, including higher proportions of African Americans, 
equivalent high school upcounty programs would promote the same.  
Dissemination of excellence. Existing programs of this nature generate and share best practices 
of excellence within the communities where they operate, thus improving the educational level 
for all students.  
Accessibility. Current busing of upcounty students to down county programs incurs significant 
costs: financial (the cost of transportation) and human (wasted student-hours each day and 
disruption to family schedules).  
Equity. Deserving upcounty students currently miss the opportunity for more enriched education 
as either they or their parents are unwilling/unable to make the sacrifices implicit in attending 
school at locations far removed from their homes.  
The August 2005 Report from the Deputy Superintendent's Advisory Committee on GT 
Education indicates as one of its recommendations that: "MCPS must meet the need for 
additional seats in centers and secondary magnet programs. Of critical concern is the 
establishment of an upcounty high school program to align with the Roberto Clemente model."  
 


