APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
46- 1984 Cctober 1, 1984

The Board of Education of Montgonery County net in special session
at the Educational Services Center, Rockville, Mryland, on Monday,
Cctober 1, 1984, at 8:10 p.m

ROLL CALL Present: Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner, President in
the Chair
Dr. Janmes E. Cronin
M ss Jacqui e Duby
M. Blair G BEw ng
Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg

Marian L. Greenbl att
s. Suzanne K. Peyser

Absent :

O hers Present: Wl nmer S. Cody, Superintendent of
School s

Harry Pitt, Deputy Superintendent
Robert S. Shaffner, Executive
Assi st ant

Thomas S. Fess, Parlianmentarian

Jerem ah Fl oyd, Board Menber-el ect
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Resol uti on No. 511-84 Re: Appoi ntnment of Board Menber

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr.
Shoenberg seconded by M. Ewi ng, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The Board of Education has received the resignation of
Odessa M Shannon as a nmenber of the Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, The Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryl and,
section 3-701, subsection (f) (3) states, "The remmining nmenbers of
the County Board shall select a qualified individual to fill any
vacancy on the elected Board for the remai nder of that term and
until a successor is elected and qualifies;" and

WHEREAS, Jerem ah Fl oyd has been determined as a qualified
i ndi vidual ; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the Board of Education hereby selects Jereniah Fl oyd
to fill the aforesaid vacancy for the remainder of that termfrom
Cct ober 1, 1984, through Novenber 30, 1986, and until a successor is
el ected and qualified; and be it further

Resol ved, That a copy of this resolution be provided to the Cerk of
the Crcuit Court of Montgonery County and to the Ofice of the
Supervi sor of Elections.

Re: Swearing-in of Dr. Jerem ah Fl oyd



Ms. Cindy Kline, assistant deputy clerk of the Circuit Court of
Mont gonmery County, admi nistered the oath of office to Dr. Jerem ah
Fl oyd.

Re: Remarks by Dr. Floyd
Dr. Floyd read the following remarks into the record

"The Board of Education of Mntgonery County has discharged its
official duty as prescribed by the Annotated Educati on Code of the
State of Maryland, and I'mextrenely pleased to be able to join them
on this side of the table to further the peoples' public educationa
busi ness.

"In speaking before the electors of Bristol in 1774, Ednmund Bur ke
said, 'Your representative owes you, not his industry only, but his
j udgnent .’

"My friends on the Board, you have rendered your judgment and in
keeping with the guidelines laid down by Emly Post, in general, and
by my nother and father, in particular, who taught nme the essence of
what it neans to have good manners, let me thank you npbst sincerely
for the trust and confidence in ne that you have shown by your
action. | will do everything that I can to merit it during these
next two years.

"To the citizens of this county who spoke, wote letters, and used
your God-given powers of persuasion in ny behalf, | thank you, too.
I am hunbl ed by your faith, trust and confidence in ne, and | want
you to know that | want and nmust have your continued support to do
this job and to do it well.

"There isn't a whole lot else that | have to say here this evening.
For | fully intend to be judged by what | do - not just by what I
say.

"But when the Board interviewed ne two weeks ago, | noted that 47 cents

of every property tax dollar goes to support our schools. | said
then that | believed this to be the soundest investnent in our
future that we could possibly make. That proposition still holds
for me. | take it as a matter of fact, and also as an article of
faith, that the only purpose for the existence of this enterprise
that we call 'public schools' is to ensure that every - not just
some - every single student who |lives here, receives the very best
education that is possible for us to deliver to himor her. | hope
that you share nmy viewon this. And | know that you do because the
evidence is overwhelnmng. That is what we pay for, and this is what
this Board of Education, charged by you, is committed to do.

"Al'l of us in this business - whatever our positions - mnust
continually rem nd ourselves of one cogent fact. That is:

o The Maryl and CGeneral Assenbly did not create the MCPS so that
that Board nenbers could enjoy these 'fat' stipends that are



offered for Board service.

o Nor was this systemcreated so that the superintendent and
other admi nistrators, or teachers or other support persons
can be be gainfully enpl oyed

"These things we need and they are nice. But the primary purpose -
the raison d etre - for the existence of the MCPS is to serve
students. | amproud to say unequivocally that | am an unabashed
student advocate. And that | am single-m ndedly devoted to that
cause.

"I think that |I should at least try to deal with one nore item
before I sit down, and for |lack of a better handle to put on it, I'm
going to refer to it as 'interpersonal-relationships.’

"As nost of you know, by now, | was not present |ast Mnday night
when this decision was nmade. | was out of town on business;

however, since returning the next day | have witnessed in the press
a rather extensive discussion about what happened, why, and what the
event signals for the future of black citizen-Board relationships in
t he county.

"Since | amthe successful appointee and will have to work with al

sides for the next two years, | feel it is incunbent upon ne to
of fer some comments and insights. | have absolutely no interest in
dealing in personalities and assessing blane. | have no way of

knowi ng exactly what happened since | wasn't here and, furthernore,
raki ng over old ground sinply is not my style. Tonight | have

al ready thanked those persons who | obbied on ny behalf. The use of
the term 'l obbied is deliberate and I offer no apol ogy for using

it. For this is the "Anerican way.' There isn't a single
appoi nt mrent nade anywhere - local, state or national - not one that
is worth having, where all one needs to have is an 'inpressive
resume. It is an incontrovertible fact that 'inpressive resunes’
only get attention not action. Lobbying public officials for a just
cause is a Constitutional right. | learned a long tine ago in U S.

history that the First Armendnent ratified in 1791 guarantees freedom
to petition. So this was not a small matter of sonebody doing
sonmebody el se a favor and agreeing to listen to them

"During the tinme that | have lived here in this county | have

wi t nessed a nunber of such petitioning right here in this roomon a

variety of subjects. | have even participated in a few of them So
I amvery confortable in this arena, even if they deal with matters

that | don't particularly like. This is the American way.

"In this case, there was a good deal of concern due to the 'so
called racial overtones of the conflict. WeIlIl, can anyone deny
that race has been a significant factor in our past experiences?
And, given this fact, we nust ask how can bl ack people, in the
absence of credible evidence, expect that fairness, honor and equity
will automatically prevail? W all know that it takes a long tine
to understand the neaning of the past. Sonetinmes you have to | ook



nore than once.

"So | ask all of you who are interested, to review the events of

| ast Monday night. And | ask ny coll eagues on the Board to review
the extent to which they denonstrated quality conmunications with
the black community about this matter. See if you can identify
factors, real or perceived, which mght account for their doubts and
t he outrage which followed.

"Bl ack people know well what Frederick Dougl ass neant when he said:
"The man who is outraged is the man who nust nmake the first
outcry.' Douglass also said: "Men will not care nmuch for a people
who do not care for thenselves.'

"I'f we didn't know it before, we surely nust know it now. The bl ack
citizenry in Mntgonmery County does not conprise a credul ous

people. W who are black know all too well that credul ous people
are easily fooled and often swindled. So fromthat perspective
cones the realization that as far as we are concerned, no public
official and, that now includes nme, has a blank check to take this
el ement for granted.

"There is a story in the autobiography of WIl Rogers which I
believe is instructive here. Init, Ed - the main character - said
an Indian told himthat the reason a white man al ways got |ost and
an I ndian dident (sic) was because an Indian al ways | ooked back
after he passed anything so he got a view of it fromboth sides.

You see the white man just figures that all sides of a thing are the
same. Thats (sic) like a dunmb guy with an argunent, he don't (sic)
think there can be any other side only his. That's what you cal
Politicians.

"My friends, WI|l Rogers said: 'You can learn a |lot fromwhat that
Indian told Ed beside just how not to get lost.' He said further
that: 'You must never disagree with a man while you are facing

him Go around behind himand | ook the same way he is | ooking and
you will see that things |ook different fromwhat they do when you
are facing him Look over his shoul der and get his viewpoint, then
go back and face himand you will have a different idea.’

"One nore story with which I amfamliar mght help us to understand
somet hi ng about the prevailing nood anong the black citizens here.
It is found in the witings of Langston Hughes. 1In this story, it
seens that 'A wealthy white Georgian who for nmany years had held a
position of prom nence on Wall Street returned to his small Georgia
hone town for a visit. He encountered an aged Negro friend, a
boyhood pl aymate, selling pies about the streets. Said the wealthy
| awyer, 'Well howdy do, Od Jim Al these nmany years since |'ve
been away fromhere I've held a position of prom nence and have
accunul ated weal th, and here you are still selling pies on the
street. You have ny synpathy.'" To which Jimreplied: 'To hel

wi th your synpathy--buy a pie.’

"I believe that the goals and priorities which have been set by this



Board of Education with the full support of all the citizens who
voted you into office constitute 'real' pie. And being responsive
to the total comunity, | think that you will see that the
experience of |ast Monday night will turn out to be transitory
indeed. It is not a permanent state of aggravation

"So in conclusion, I'd like to offer a point of view put forward by
t he di stingui shed bl ack Arerican for whomthis building is naned.
commend these words to each of mnmy fellow Board nmenbers and ask t hat
you ponder them as we interact with each other, the superintendent,
and all other MCPS personnel, also with our students for whomthis

| abor is directed, and in our interactions with the general public.
Also | invite everyone in the general public to ponder these words
as you interact with the Board of Education. Dr. Carver said: 'How
far you go in |ife depends on your being tender with the young, com
passionate with the aged, synpathetic with the striving and tol erant
of the weak and strong, because sonmeday in life you will have been
all of these.'"

Resol uti on No. 512-84 Re: Gaithersburg H gh School -
Cl assroom Addi tion (Area 3)

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by M. Ewing, the follow ng resolution was adopt ed
unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Seal ed bids were received on Septenber 26 for the classroom
addition at Gaithersburg H gh School as indicated bel ow

Bi dder Base Bi d
1. Jesse Dustin & Son, Inc. $2, 598, 000
2. The Gassman Corp. 2,688, 000
3. Henley Construction Co., Inc. 2,734,000
4. Kasco- Chesapeake Buil ders, Inc. 2, 750, 000
5. Deneau Construction, Inc. 2, 856, 000
and

WHEREAS, The | ow bi dder, Jesse Dustin & Son, Inc., has perfornmed
simlar projects satisfactorily; and

VWHEREAS, Low bid is within staff estimate and sufficient funds are
avail able to effect award; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That a contract for $2,598,000 be awarded to Jesse Dustin
& Son, Inc., to acconplish the requirenents of the plans and
specifications entitled, "C assroom Addition - Gaithersburg Hi gh
School ," dated Septenber 4, 1984, prepared by Thomas d ark

Associ ates, Architects.

Resol uti on No. 513-84 Re:  Adj our nnent

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin



seconded by Dr. Floyd, the follow ng resolution was adopt ed
unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the Board of Education adjourn its nmeeting at 8:25
p. m

Pr esi dent

Secretary
WEC: m w



