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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Rockville, Maryland 

 
January 10, 2012 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
From:  Joshua P. Starr, Superintendent of Schools 
 
Subject: Site Selection for an Upcounty Holding Facility for Elementary Schools 
 
 
Background 
 
In the coming years, upcounty elementary schools will reach an age and condition that will require 
modernization. Currently, all four holding facilities for elementary schools undergoing 
modernization are located in the mid to lower part of the county.  This is a concern due to the long 
travel distances between the elementary schools in the upcounty area that are in the queue for 
modernization and the existing holding centers.  
 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) staff formed a Site Selection Advisory Committee 
(SSAC) in spring 2011 to recommend a site for the upcounty holding facility.  The SSAC 
included representatives from the following stakeholder groups: the MCPS Department of 
Facilities Management, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; the 
Montgomery County Council; the Montgomery County departments of Transportation and 
General Services; the Montgomery County Office of Management and Budget; the Upcounty 
Regional Services Center; the Montgomery County Council of Parent Teacher Associations, 
Inc.; the Clarksburg, Damascus, Gaithersburg, Col. Zadok Magruder, Northwest, Poolesville, 
Quince Orchard, Seneca Valley, and Watkins Mill cluster leadership; local municipalities; and 
homeowners’/citizens’ associations that were adjacent to the candidate sites.  In addition, the 
SSAC recommendation report was released for public comment from December 13, 2011, 
through December 27, 2011; no significant comments were received.  

  
The SSAC evaluated nine sites, using criteria that included site size, location, access, 
topography, physical condition, utilities availability, and cost.  The site review is detailed in the 
attached report, which can also be accessed at the following link: 
 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/REM/pdf/Upcounty%20Holding%
20Facility%20Recommendation.pdf 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/REM/pdf/Upcounty%20Holding%20Facility%20Recommendation.pdf
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/REM/pdf/Upcounty%20Holding%20Facility%20Recommendation.pdf
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The SSAC recommends that the Emory Grove Center, located at 18100 Washington Grove Lane 
in Gaithersburg, be the site for the upcounty holding facility for elementary schools. This 10-acre 
site, titled to the Board of Education, houses MCPS Child Find, the MCPS Early Childhood 
Disabilities Unit, and the Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers Program, as well as training 
units for the divisions of School Plant Operations and Food and Nutritional Services.  
 
The recommended site is well located in an area to serve elementary schools in the upcounty that 
will need modernization in the coming years. The site also is in close proximity to Midcounty 
Highway, an arterial road that provides good vehicular access for schools undergoing 
modernization in the northern portion of the county. A recommendation on whether the existing 
programs currently housed in the facility will need to be relocated or collocated at the upcounty 
holding facility will be addressed in a future feasibility study.  
 
I recommend the following resolution consistent with the Site Selection Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation. 
 
WHEREAS, A site selection process was conducted in spring 2011 to identify a site for an 
upcounty holding facility; and  
 
WHEREAS, A Site Selection Advisory Committee was convened and reviewed nine candidate 
sites; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Site Selection Advisory Committee recommended that the Emory Grove 
Center, located at 18100 Washington Grove Lane in Gaithersburg, be selected for the upcounty 
holding facility for elementary schools; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Site Selection Advisory Committee recommendation report has been published 
for public comments; and  
 
WHEREAS, The site offers the best range of site characteristics, including location within the 
targeted area, good topography, and accessibility from major roads; now therefore be it 
 
Resolved, That the Emory Grove Center be selected as the site for the upcounty holding facility for 
elementary schools; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the County 
Council, and the Maryland State Superintendent of Schools be notified of this action. 
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