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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Rockville, Maryland  
 

August 24, 2011 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
From:  Patricia B. O’Neill, Board Member 
 
Subject: Board of Education Redistricting Plan 
 
  
According to Section 3-901(a)(2) of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, 
the boundaries of the five Board of Education districts in Montgomery County must be redrawn 
after each decennial census to bring the districts into conformance with the requirement that 
“each district shall be substantially equal in population”. Pursuant to law, the General Assembly, 
during the upcoming 2011 special session, must redraw the districts so that they are in place for 
the April 2012 primary and November 2012 general elections. 
 
The Maryland General Assembly first established separate Board of Education residence districts 
in 1987. The current residence districts are a result of the redistricting that followed the 2000 
Census and are specified in Section 3-901(f) of the Education Article. The current map of the 
five residence districts are reflected in Attachment 1. 
 
In an attempt to adhere to historic practice, informed by a School Board Composition Task Force 
convened in 2001, and legal principles long accepted by the courts, including contiguity, 
compactness, and substantial equality in population among districts, staff generated several  
redistricting options. The goal was to draw new district lines that would require minimal 
adjustment from the current map; would maintain residence districts separate from councilmanic 
districts to help enhance the Board’s nonpartisanship and independence; would place, to the 
greatest extent possible, municipalities within single districts; and, to the greatest extent feasible, 
would keep school clusters intact within one district. Furthermore, the districts, to legally pass 
muster if challenged, should not vary by more than 10 percent in population. 
 
Over the last decade, the population of Montgomery County increased from 873,341 to 971,777, 
an increase of 11.3 percent. While each district showed growth, two districts showed 
disproportionate growth. Specifically, the population in District 2 increased by 33,545 (19.3%) 
while the population of District 1 increased by 29,249 (16.1%).  By contrast District 5 increased 
by 16,369 (9.0%), District 4 by 10,822 (6.5%), and district 3 by 8,451 (5.0%).  The current 
Board of Education district population variance (most populated district - least populated 
district/average district population) is 7 percentage points higher than the legally permissible rate 
of 10 percent (Attachment 2). 
 
Computer-generated mapping plans, supported by 2010 Census demographic data, were 
developed by staff in the Division of Long-Range Planning and show three options for new 
Board districts with a population variance of less than 10 percent (Attachment 3).  The three 
options are: 
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Option 1 - Population variance of close to 0% with nearly equal populations in each 
district.  This option primarily reassigns areas from the more populated District 1 to 
District 2 and from the more populated District 2 to District 3.  Minor changes occur in 
Districts 4 and 5.  The alignment of school clusters to election districts is quite good, with  
only the Churchill and Rockville clusters being less aligned than other clusters.  These 
clusters are partially split between two districts.  The Rockville Cluster is split in a 
similar way under the current districts. (Attachment 4) 
 
Option 2 - Population variance of close to 0% with nearly equal populations in each 
district.  This option also primarily reassigns areas from the more populated District 1 to 
District 2 and from the more populated District 2 to District 3.   Minor changes occur in 
Districts 4 and 5.  The alignment of school clusters to election districts is quite good, with 
only the Rockville Cluster being less aligned than other clusters, as it is in the current 
election districts. (Attachment 5) 

 
Option 3 - Population variance of 7.9% and provides for greater future population growth 
in Districts 1 and 2 than in other districts.  This option also primarily reassigns areas from 
the more populated District 1 to District 2 and from the more populated District 2 to 
District 3.  Alignment of school clusters to election districts is very good.  Clusters are 
better aligned within Districts 4 and 5 than is the case with the current districts, with the 
Rockville Cluster nearly all within District 5, instead of straddling District 2 and District 
5.   Clusters also are closely aligned with election Districts 2 and 3.  Only the Magruder 
Cluster is partially split between two election districts (Districts 1 and 5). However, this 
split occurs along a natural division of the cluster—the Rock Creek stream valley. 
(Attachment 6) 

 
I recommend that the Board forward to our Annapolis delegation a redistricting plan that is 
consistent with the goals stated above and with the legal requirements for redrawing the Board of 
Education district boundaries. Accordingly, the following resolution is offered for the Board’s 
consideration: 
 
WHEREAS, In accordance with the laws of Maryland, the boundaries of the five Board of 
Education districts in Montgomery County must be redrawn after each decennial census to bring 
the districts into conformance with the requirement for substantial equality of population; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Board of Education has an opportunity to inform the county’s delegation to 
Annapolis of its redistricting priorities and goals as the delegation develops a local bill for 
consideration by the Maryland General Assembly during the 2011 special session; now therefore 
be it 
 
Resolved, That the Board of Education recommend Option 3 as its preferred redistricting plan to 
be submitted to the county’s state legislative delegation for incorporation into a local bill to be 
introduced into the next session of the Maryland General Assembly. 
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